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Some affirm that the New Testament is plenarilv inspired—that tho 
history of Jesus as given in it is, word for word, absolutely true ; 
while others assert that he was an impostor; others again that ho 
was a myth, and that the whole story, pure and simple, is a 
tt cunningiv devised fable”— a scheme,” concocted by a number 
of designing men to basely impose for their own gain upon. the 
credulity of mankind. We have thought long and earnestly upon 
the subject, feel firmly convinced that each of these views aro 
wrong, and that the real place in history of both Jesus and Paul 
is to be demonstrated from the New Testament read by the light 
of universal history. That this view is tho right one wo shall 
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Difficulty (through the scarcity and unreliability of matertals) of correctly 
estimating the character of Jesus—Miracles of Jesus improbablo— 
Unlikely that so many great miracles would have had so little influenco 
upon the Jewish and Roman mind—Miracles of Jesus, and total darkness 
at his death, not mentioned by any contemporary writer, Jew or Gentilo~ 
Famous passage in Josephus respecting Jesus; undoubtedly spurious— 
Religious founders generally asked by unbelievers to work miracles ; but, 
either answer evasively, or deny that they possess the power—Multitudes 
of miracles ascribed to all religious founders after their death, by their 
respective followers—Instances adduced—Nanak— Mahomet—Jesus— 
Zoroaster—Moses—Buddha, 


Ir is extromely difficult, with the scanty materials existing, to givo 
with cortainty a true history of Jesus, The only accounts which wo 
have of his acts, preaching, and goneral character, aro thoso written 
by his followers, and contained in the New Testament; for tho non- 
Christian writers of his day do not mention him—they appear to 
have entirely ignored or not to have heard of him. Tho four 
sketches of his life which we have aro contained in tho Gospels 
respectively bearing the names of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John ; 
and although they agree in many of tho leading particulars of his lifo, 
such as his coming from Nazareth, teaching through the country, being 
persecuted, and finally, put to death at Jerusalem, by tho order of 
Pilate, at the instance of the Jews; yet, in many circumstances and 
minor details, they contradict each other to a vory great oxtent ; se 
he who would attempt to gather from them a probable history o 
Jesus, must do so with great caution and discrimination. Again, 
thero are a great number of miracles ascribed to Jesus, which wo 
think no reasonable man who has read and thought with any 
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attention, can af all accept as true. It is the dicta of Christian 
teachers that we should believe thesé miracles; but to say nothing of 
the unlikelihood of tho miracles in themselves, we hold that it ig 
altogether improbable that these miracles should have been wrought, 
and not had the slightest influence upon the peoplo amongst whom 
they were wrought, namely, the Jews and Romans in Judea. Ag 
represented to us in the Gospel narratives, the miracles of Jesus, 
wrought in the course of a few months, are more in number than 
are ascribed in the Old Testament to all tho Jowish prophets put 
together. We repeat, it is altogether improbable, nay more, we can 
view it as little less than an insult to our reason, to tell us, ond 
demand our unqualified and implicit faith to the statement, that after 
Jesus had gone throughout the length and breadth of the land, in 
tho presence of great multitudes—healing all manner of inveterate 
diseases, making the blind to see, the deaf to hear, the dumb 
to speak, the lame to walk, and even raising the dead to life—that 
the Jews should pay not the least attention to these extraordinary 
manifestations, but put him to death as a common impostor. That 
when at the moment of his death, thero was darkness at mid-day 
over the whole earth for tho space of three hours, a thing unknown 
: before in the annals of the world, beside the earth quaking, the rocks 
rending, and the dead rising to life, and appearing to many in 
Jerusalem; that still not the least notice is taken, and things go on 
in Jerusalem and with the Jows, as if nothing had happened. It is 
said they go ta Pilate, and say to him, the disciples of this deceiver may 
steal his body—give us a guard. That two mornings after his death 
thero was a great earthquake, and an angel came down from heaven, 
rolled away the stone from the mouth of the sepulchre, and sat 
upon it—that his countenance was like lightning, and hig raiment 
white as snow, and that for fear of him the keepers did shake, and 
became as dead men, and that Jesus came to life again, and left the 
sepulchre. That the Roman soldiers who had been specially 
appointed to guard the body, came and testified to the Jewish priests 
and council, that an angel had appeared and rolled away the stone, 
and that. Jesus was come to life again: still it surprised them not, 
nor had the least effect upon them; and they gave them money to 
say that his disciples came and stolo him away, while they slept on 
their duty; and we are told that these men took the money and told 
this lie to the people. (Matthew 27-28.) Wo say, and say it 
advisedly, that neither in tho case of the Jews nor the guards, could 
they dare to have acted in that manner—it is not in tho nature of 
mortal man so to act, for upon tho occurrence of such strikingly 
supernatural manifestations, both Jows and Gentiles would have been 
so astonished and panic-stricken, as to be rendered incapable of such 
action, That although theso stupendous and multifarious miracles of 
Jesus woro wrought in a Roman province, occupied by thousands of 
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Roman officials and soldiers, yet that not tho least notico ig taken of 
them by one of the Roman historians. That this mid-day darkness 
over the whole earth, which certainly would have beon ono of the 
most wonderfal phenomena in the world’s history, and a kind 
of phenomena that would havo put the then superstitious nations of 
the carth in a deadly fright, and certainly would not havo been 
omitted in any history of tho timo: yet, it is not oven mentioned in 
tho history of any nation whatever, although men in different parts 
. of tho earth—in India, China, and especially Italy, Greece, and 
Egypt—wero living in that day, who woro recording tho various 
unusual phenomena of nature, such as comets, cclipses, ete,, that 
happened in their own and before their own time, ‘That Josephus, 
the greatest historian that the Jewish nation over produced, who 
wrote about fifty years after the death of Jesus, and writes of tho 
various occurrences of his nation, beforo tho time, at tho timo, and 
after the time of Jesus, does not even once alludo either to tho 
miracles of Jesus or tho total darkness.* That Justus of Tiberias, 
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* Thero are two kera respecting Jesus in our present copics of Josephus, 
but they are undoubtedly spurious, and, although they were long tenaciously 
held as external evidences of Christianity, aro now rejected by many of tho 
most learned Christian commentators. In ono passage the namo of Jesus 
is, as it were, incidentally montioned. Tho writer relates that Ananus the 
high-pricst “assembled the Sanhedrim of tho Judges, and brought before 
them tho brother of Jesus, who was called Christ, whoso namo was Jamcs,"— 
Antiquities of the Jews, Book 20, Chap. 9, Bec, 1. rae 

Respecting this passage, Dr. Lardner in his Credibility of tho Gospel: 
History, vol. 7, p. 180, savs—' Thero are many learned men of good judg 
ment who think that the words which we now have in Josephus concerning 
James aro an interpolation. è Ke Thero is a good deal of 
reason to beliove that they wero not originally in Josephus.’ 

Tho other is that famous passago which has been repeatedly quoted by 
writers as an indubitable and triumphant testimony to tho historic truth of 
Christianity, and runs as follows :—' Now, thoro was about this time, Jesus, a 
wise man, if it bo lawful to call him a man, for ho wasa doer of wonderful 
works—a teacher'of such men as reccive the truth with pleasure, Io drow 
' over to him both many of the Jews and many of tho Gentiles. Ho was (the) 
Christ; and when Pilate, at tho suggestion of the rincipal men amongst ug, 
“had condemned him to the cross, those that loved him at tho first did not 
' forsake him, for he appeared to them alive again the third day, ns the divino 
prophets had forctold these, and ten thousand other wonderful things con : 
ecrning him ; and tho tribe of Christians, s0 named from him, are not extinc 
at this day.”—Josephus’ Antiquities of the Tews, Book 18, Chap. 9, Bec. Bee 

Our first objection to the genuineness of this passage is, that by its ħi 
vaganco it bears the impress of falschood upon its face, Tiad J oop hus b en 
in theso positivo, and culogistic terms of J caus he would ass se ġejj tu 
him; in fact, he would havo been a Christian ; but ho himself in on ah je 
tho auto-biography prefixed to his works, that ho was a Pharisco, 


nowhere in all his writings again refers to the Christians. i Aguin, he Nig 
directly contradicts what Josephus says in another p foots hat Z ont 


Messiah, It had been obscurely predicted by the Jowish pro A 
this time there should arise in Judea a mighty king, a deliverer, a Messiali, 
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another Jewish historian, who livod at, and wrote of the time of. 
Jesus, neither alludes to the miracles or the total darkness. And 


who should obtain the dominion of.the wholo world. Through tho ambiguity 
of these prophecies, the different sects of Jews variously interpreted them ; but 
Josephus in his account of the Jewish war, Book. 6, Chap. 6, Sec. 4, gives it as 
his own opinion that the prophecy was fulfilled in tho person of Vespasian, 
the Roman emperor, who was first proclaimed as emperor by the legions 
which ho was commanding at the siege of Jerusalem. The words of Josephus 
aro— But now what did most elevate them (tho Jows) in undertaking this 
war was an ambiguous oracle that was also found in their sacred writings, how 
‘about that time, one from their country should become governor of the 
habitable earth.’ The Jews took this prediction to belong to themselves in 
particular, and many of tho wiso men were thereby deceived in their deter: 
mination. Now, this oracle certainly devoted the government of Vespasian, 
who was appointed emperor in Judea. . . . But these men 
interpreted some of these signals according to their own pleasure; and some 
of them they utterly despised, until their madness was demonstrated, both by 
tho taking of their city and their own destruction.”—Wars of the Jews, 
Book 6, Chap. 5, Scc. 4. 

Another unanswerable objection against tho genuineness of the passago is, 
that in all the writings of the early Christian fathers and the apologists and 
defenders of the faith, in which they have laboured to prove the truth of 
the miraculous history of Jesus, and for that purposo have collected together 
every cvidenco they could find in tho writings of tho non-Christians, yet this 
most important passage was never adduced or referred to, until the fourth 
century, when it was first quoted by Eusebius, Bishop of Cæsarea, the eccle- 
siastical historian ; and, further than this, we have direct statements of Chris- 
tian writers of the first centurics affirming that Josephus did not acknowledge 
Jesus. But no sooner did Eusebius onco find this passage, than it was quoted 
by writer after writer on the external evidences of Christianity. Whiston, in 
arguing for the genuineness of the passago, gives the names of seventeen 
ecclesiastical writers who mentioned or quoted it, but every one of them wrote 
after tho time of Eusebius, and, of course, cannot prove its antiquity or 
authenticity. —Seo Dissertation 1, appended to Whiston’s Josephus. 

We can seo clearly how tho passage originated. It was a standing objection 
of the non-Christians of the fat centuries of Christianity, as now, that none 
of the Greek, Roman, or Jewish writers who were contemporary with Jesus, 
or lived in the first century of the Christian era, ever mention him or any of 
the miracles he is said to have wrought; and this objection was more particu- 
larly forcible, with respect to Josephus, the great Jewish historian, who had 
lived in the country and wrote of the timo of Jesus—who had enumerated and ` 
discoursed on the various Jewish sects, and yet never mentioned tho Chris- 
tians, Jesus, or his miracles. The sceptic argued :—It is evident that what you 
say of the universal renown acquired and tho great miracles wrought by Jcsus 
aro not facts, or certainly Josephus would have referred to them. The Chris- 
tian disputants saw that here was a tangiblo stumbling block to tho reasoner, 
and some unprincipled person or persons, or some who believed in the principle 
of expedienev—that it was a justiflablo and even meritorious act to gain prose- 
lytes to Christianity even by guilo—that the end justified tho means, supplied 
tho omission by an interpolation (and an intorpolation so strongly worded that 
tho most fastidious objector could not mistake its moaning) ; that such imposi- 
tions or pious frauds were employed to a large extent in the manufacture 0 
“Christian Evidences” in tho early ages of Christianity, wa shall presently 
demonstrate by testimony of the most convincing kind. 
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that tho Apostle Paul, the natural head of the Christian Ch h 
(2 Cor. xi, 28), who had lived and conversed with the ‘cuidate 


Among others are the following eminent men who have rejected this passage 
as spurious:— Dr. Lardner, Ittigius, Blondell, Le Clerc, Vandale, Bishop 
Warburton, and Tanaquil Faber. Dr, Lardner’s arguments against the 
passage in his own words are these :— 

1. “I do not perceive that we at all want the suspected testimony to Jesus, 
which was never quoted by any of our Christian ancestors before Kuscbius. 

2. “Nor do I recolloct that Josephus has anywhero mentioned the name or 
word of Christ in any of his works, except the testimony above mentioned and 
the passage concerning James, the Lord’s brother, 

8. “It interrupts the narrative, 

4, “The language is quite Christian. 

5. “It was not quoted by Chrysostom, though ho often refers to Josephus, 
and could not have omitted quoting it, had it been in tho text. 

B 6. aa is not quoted by Photius, though ho has three articles concerning 
osephus. 

Fiat Under the article ‘Justus of Tiberias,’ this author (Photius) expressly 
states that this historian (Josephus), being a Jew, has not taken the least 
notico of Christ. 

8. “Neither Justin in his Dialogue with Typho the Jew, nor Clemens 
Alexandrinus, who made so many extracts from ancient authors, nor Origon 
against Celsus, have ever mentioned this testimony. 

9. € But, on the contrary, in chapter 35 of tho first book of that work, 
Origen openly affirms that Josephus, who had mentioned John the Baptist, 
did not acknowledge Christ.” , 

In consideration of these and other reasons against the genuineness of. tho 
passage, the Doctor says, “It ought therefore to bo for ever discarded from 
any place among the evidences of Christianity.” 

(Seo Taylor's Diegesis, p. 387-389.) 

Taylor, in discoursing on the subject, after speaking of the number and 
respectability of those who totally reject the passage in question, refers in tho 
following rather homely but strictly pertinent terma, to those who, in spito of 
all opposing testimony, aro determined to hang to it to the vory last as one of 
the legitimato Christian evidences :— It is curious to sco how, even after tho 
definitive judgment of such high and confessedly orthodox authoritics, we aro 
still occasionally pestered with puerile or petulant last-dving struggles, to rescue 
this holy cheat from the sentence passed upon it, 


: ©For faith, fanatic faith, once wedded fast : 
To some dear falsehood, hugs it to the last. 


“We are required to giyo a wholly different reading to the passages e 
introduce imaginary parentheses; to mako arbitrary omissions, ‘th NGARA 
n mistranslate it; and thus, forsooth, to chisel it into a supposiblo possibilty 
that Josephus might have written it.’ ; Evo oS, | 

The whole evidento seems to us to point to tho following conclusioni e. 7 

That the Christian sect in tho time of Josephus was too obscuro to attrac 
his notico. i iracles and resur- 

That the famous passage affirming the extraordinary Terbi as bas 
rection of Jesus was cither interpolated about tho time of Euse mi or, 5 
been frequently suggested, by Eusebius himself, who first goi alka 

And that in the other passage, the words “ brother of cae i bably a 
Christ,” were put into the text of Josephus by a Christian me 
somewhat carlier.period. B 
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disciples of Jesus, never in all his writings, in all his reasonings for 
tho divinity of Jesus, refers to ono of his miracles or the total ` 
darkness. Nor is thero a referenco mado to them in tho epistles of 
James, or Peter, or John, tho personal disciples of Jesus. We repeat 
that wo cannot possibly believe these things, simply’ because they 
aro written in one book, and that of unknown authorship, in the 
face of such negative evidence as this ; but, at the same time, that it 
is exceedingly difficult for us to believe in the truth of the miracles 
ascribed to Jesus, it is less difficult to believe the way in which the 
accounts of them havo originated. A study of history shews us that 
religious foundérs do not themselves generally profess to work 
miracles. In the nature of things, these founders are generally 
placed in a position which compels them to make a distinct declara- 
tion that they do not work miracles. Thoy firmly believe that their 
mission is from heaven, and they teach the samo: the unbelieving 
and reflecting world seeing one of themselves put forward such pre- 
tentions, very naturally say, you profess to be divinely commissioned 
to teach us: work some miraclo, or give us some sign, as an evidence 
of the validity of your pretensions. This immediately brings them 
to the point—whether they can work a miracle or no. The great 
man generally indignantly remonstrates, makes some explanations, 
rofers to the purity of his doctrine, as an evidence of his divine ap- 
pointment, and affirms that ho cannot work a miracle; and yet, in 
spito of these statements, after the death of these founders, numbers 
of stupendous miracles are ascribed to them by their respective 
followers. Take, as an instance, Nanak the founder of the Sikh faith. 
He is required by some unbelievers to work a miracle: ho answers, 
“ I havo nothing to exhibit worthy of your regard. A holy teacher 
has no defence but the purity of his doctrine. The world may 
chango, but the Creator is unchangeable ;''—quoted in MacGregor's 
History of the Sikhs, vol. 1, p. 42. At anothor time, when 
challenged to work a miraclo, he says— 
“ Dwell thou in flames uninjured, 

Remain unharmed amid ice eternal, 

Make blocks of stone thy daily food, 

Spurn tho earth before thee with thy foot, 

$ cigh the heavens in a balance, 
ia And then ask of me to perform miracles.” 
Quoted in -Cunningham’s History of Sikhs, p. 880. Such are the 

words of Nanak respecting miracles, and yet his followers of the 
present day ascribe a vast number of miracles to him. A writer in 
the Calcutta Review referring to this feature in tho Sikh faith says, 
fta lying spirit has beguiled men, otherwise sensible and shrewd, to 
believe that Nanak raised tho dead to life, healed tho sick, flew 
through the air, walked the sea, blessed and cursed, and had power 
over tho elements; not that thoy saw it themselves, but they had 
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tradition handed down or 
1 ally and i . 
me dat followors from thas) wha in Boripture, elected by his im- 
mal Boor and illiterate, with no object to li ded him in his travels— 
urn away with a sickening feeling, fot 0, and no claim to power, 
of millions; they were not done oling, for these things are belioved 
that divino gift of faith, which forme the basis oe pori 
th , which forms tho basi portion of 
en l ng, of polem la hire 
d aa elieve : mod suc 
ae moth — Caloutta Revien, ve go a and will dio for 
er instance, take Maho neti We an NN 
that Mahomet was again and again nata by ta by the Koran 
k miracles, as an evidence of his diyin y tho unbelieving to 
1 ques is evidently unwelcome; ho char a jppointment, Tho 
in ic arty ; points to the Koran as a miracle i t af with stubborn 
at e apre with eternal punishment, ete. ; but kar sbrentons tho 
4 one er, and not a miracle worker. Ho sa si mita that ho is only 
eril y, if men and genii were purposely assembled “tht pu Bry, 
produco a book liko this Koran, thoy could not’ produce a hie 
nto 1t, gh the one of them assi : ` one Hiko 
rariously propounded unto men inthis d tho oth l an wo havo 
tiro argument; but tho greater part of men roftx Hod ol fgur- 
u ere y out of infidelity. And thoy say, Wo' a £ recoive it, 
be iovo on thee, until thou cause a spring of water t ah f “th for 
nso me the earth; or thou havo a garden of palm ‘eos td x 
danao canso rivers to spring forth from tho midst theroof in 
ance; or thou cause the heaven to 
fast givon out, in pieces; or thou bring done Ged kud tho “onl 
A aat &o 8 
a adder to ee ; kul thou have a houso of gold; or thou ascend by 
praised | Am I other than a man, sent as an apostle? Mel nothing 
nee fect men from believing, when a direction is come unto thom 
czcopt t at they say, Hath, God sent a man for his Apostlo? 
te fi If the angels had walked on earth ‘as familiar inhabitant 
ha roof , We had surely sent down unto them from heaven ‘an angel 
your apostle. Say, God is a sufficient witness between mo and 
yous or he knoweth and regardeth his servants. “Whom God shall 
mee l o shall bo rightly directed; and whom he shall eauso to err, 
toe E alt find none to assist, besides him; '' And ho will gather thom 
wget ior on, the day of resurrection, creeping’ on their facos, blind 
fe th mb, and deaf; and their abode shall bo hell; ‘so often as tho 
i ereof shall bo extinguished, we will rekindlo a'burning flame 
o torment them."—Koran, Chap. We kl 
“As on, speaking of this demand on Mahomet for miracles, says :— 
ine as he is pressed by the demands of thé Koriesh, ho 
to then himsel in the obscuro boast of vision and prophecy, appeals 
tho internal proofs of his doctrine, and shields himself behind the 
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disciples of Jesus, never in all his writings, in all his reasonings for 
tho divinity of Jesus, refers to ono of his miracles or the total ` 
darkness. Nor is thero a reference made to them in the epistles ‘of 
James, or Peter, or John, tho personal disciples of Jesus. We repeat 
that we cannot possibly believe these things, simply’ because they 
aro written in one book, and that of unknown authorship, in the 
face of such negative evidence as this; but, at the same time, that it 
is exceedingly difficult for us to believe in the truth of tho miracles 
ascribed to Jesus, it is less difficult to believe the way in which the 
accounts of them havo originated. A study of history shews us that 
religious founders do not themselves generally profess to work 
miracles. In the nature of things, these founders are generally 
placed in a position which compels them to make a distinct declara- 
tion that they do not work miracles. Thoy firmly believe that their 
mission is from heaven, and they teach the samo: the unbelieving 
and reflecting world seeing one of themselves put forward such pre- 
tentions, very naturally say, you profess to be divinely commissioned 
to teach us: work some miraclo, or give us some sign, as an evidence 
of the validity of your pretensions. This immediately brings them 
to the point—whether they can work a miracle or no, The great 
man generally indignantly remonstrates, makes some explanations, 
rofers to the purity of his doctrine, as an evidence of his divine ap- 
pointment, and affirms that ho cannot work a miracle; and yet, in 
spito of these statements, after the death of these founders, numbers 
of stupendous miracles are ascribed to them by their respective 
followers. Take, as an instance, Nanak the founder of the Sikh faith. 
He is required by some unbelievers to work a miracle: ho answers, 
“ I have nothing to exhibit worthy of your regard. A holy teacher 
has no defence but the purity of his doctrine. The world may 
chango, but the Creator is unchangeable ;''—quoted in MacGregor's 
History of the Sikhs, vol. 1, p. 42. At another time, when 
challenged to work a miraclo, he says— 
“ Dwell thou in flames uninjured, 

Remain unharmed amid ice eternal, 

Mako blocks of stone thy daily food, 

Spurn tho earth before thee with thy foot, 

l cigh the heavens in a balance, 
iet And then ask of me to perform miracles.” 
Quoted in -Cunningham’s History of Sikhs, p. 880. Such are the 

words of Nanak respecting miracles, and yet his followers of tho 
present day ascribe a vast number of miracles to him. A writer in 
the Calcutta Review referring to this feature in tho Sikh faith says, 
“a lying spirit has beguiled men, otherwise sensible and shrewd, to 
believe that Nanak raised tho dead to life, healed tho sick, flew 
through the air, walked the sea, blessed and cursed, and had power 
over tho elements; not that thoy saw it themselves, but they had 
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tradition handed down orally and in Scripture, col is im- 
mediate followers from those who accompaniod hm ate eda 
men poor and illiterate, with no object to lie, and no claim to power, 
We turn away with a sickening feeling, for thesd things are belioved 
of millions; they were not done in a corner. '' This ig a portion of 
that divino gift of faith, which forms tho basis of all religions 
these fables, though of modern date, have unhappily gained such 
credence, that the Sikhs believe them dogmatically and will dio for 
their truth.” — Calcutta Review, vol. $8, p, 87177 01 o oos 

As another instance, take Mahomet, We learn by the Koran 
that Mahomet was again and again requested by tho unbelieving to 
work miracles, as an evidence of his’ divino appointment. Tho 
request is evidently unwelcome; ho charges them with stubborn 
infidelity ; points to the Koran as a miracle in itself ;'threntens the 
unbelievers with eternal punishment, ete.; but admits that ho is only 
a teacher, and not a miracle worker. He says in one place, “ Say, 
verily, if men and genii were purposely assembled, that they might 
produce a book like this Koran, they could not produce one liko 
unto it, though the one of them assisted the other. And we havo’ 
variously propounded unto men in this Koran ovory kind of figura- 
tive argument; but the greater part of men refuso to recoive it, 
merely out of infidelity. And they say, Wo will by no means 
believe on thee, until thou cause a spring of water to gush forth for 
us out of the earth; or thou havo a garden of palm-trċes and vines, 
and thou cause rivers to spring forth from tho midst thereof in 
abundance; or thou cause the heaven to fall down upon us, as thou 
hast given out, in pieces; or thom bring down God and tho Angols 
to vouch for theo; or thou have a houso of gold ;' or thou ascend by 
a ladder to heaven. =. © >> 4” u U Answer: My Lord bo 
praised! Am I other than a man, sent as an apostle ? And nothing 
hindereth men from believing, when a direction is como unto them, 
except that they say, Hath, God sent a man for his Apostle? 
Answer: If the angels had walked on earth ‘as familiar inhabitants 
thereof, wo had surely sent down unto thom from heaven an angel 
for our apostle. Say, God is a sufficient witnoss between ‘mo and 
you: for he knoweth and regardeth his servants. “Whom God shall 
direct, he shall be rightly directed ; and whom he shall causo to ert, 
thou shalt find none to assist, besides him. And ho will gather them 
together on, the day of resurrection, creeping’ on their facos, blind, 
and dumb, and deaf; and their abode shall bo hell; 80 often % tho 
fire theroof shall bo extinguished, we will rekindlo a burning fame 
to torment them.” —Koran, Chap., 17. 00 t 70 i 

Gibbon, speaking of this demand on Mahomet for miracle, hall 8 ew 
€ As goon as he is pressed by the domands of thé Koriesh, ho 
involves himself in the obscure boast of vision and prophecy sed he 
to the internal proofs of his doctrine, and shields himself bobin 
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providence of God, who refuses those signs and wonders that would . 
dopreciate the'merit of faith, and aggravate the guilt of infidelity, 
But tho modest or angry tone of his apologies betray his weakness 
and vexation ; and those passages of scandal establish, beyond sus. 
picion, the integrity of the Koran. The votaries of Mahomet aro 
more assured than himself of his miraculous gifts, and their confi- 
dence and credulity increase as they aro farther removed from the time 
and place of his spiritual exploits. They believe, or affirm, that trees 
went forth to meet him; that he was saluted by stones; that water 
gushed from his fingers ; that he fed the hungry, cured tho sick, and 
raised the dead; that a beam groaned to him; that a camel 
complained to him; that a shoulder of mutton informed him of its 
being poisoned; and that both animate and inanimate nature wero 
equally subject to the Apostle of God.” — Gibbon’s Fall and 
Decline, vol. G, p. 814. . 

The Koran, written by Mahomet himself, if wo except his journey 

to heaven, which probably was merely a vision, contains no miracles, 
-This book, contrary to the general rule, has not even been interpo- 
lated with them, and wo have seon that Mahomet professed to work 
nono; yet, shortly after his death, great numbers of miracles were 
ascribed to him by his followers, and at the ond of two hundred 
years, the sum total of these miracles contained in traditional tales, 
was something enormous. To quote one authority, Taylor, in his 
History of Mahomotanism, p. 140, says :— Tho traditions ascribe 
to him an infinito number of miracles.” Another quotation will give 
tho reader somo idea of the extent of these traditions, and he can 
suppose for himself the amount of miracle that would naturally bo 
in thom, originating as they did amongst a simple and half civilized 
population. Dr. Weil says—‘ Tho nature of these so-called tradi- 
tions, and the manner in which the name of Mahomet was abused to 
support all possible lics and absurdities, may be gathored most clearly 
from the following fact:—that Bokhari, who travelled from land 
to land, to gather from tho learned tho traditions they had received, 
found after many yoars sifting, that out of 600,000 traditions at that 
timo current (about 280 or 240 years after Mahomot’s death), only 
4,000 wore authentic! and of this selected number, the European 
critic is compelled without hesitation to reject at least one-halff'— 
Calcutta Review, vol. 19, p. 88. 

We now come to Christianity ; and wo find exactly tho same law - 
ruling here. The Jews demand of Josus a sign as an evidence of his 
divine] appointment ; and according to Matthew xvi. 2, he answers . 
them as follows:—‘ When it is evening, ye say, It will bo fair 
weather: for the sky is red. And in the morning, It will be foul 
weather to-day: for the sky is rod and lowering. O yo hypocrites, 
ye can discern the face of the sky ; but can yo not discern the signs 
of the times? A wicked and adulterous generation seoketh after a 
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sign; and there shall no sign be given unto it, but the si 

prophet Jonas. And he left them, and departed.” Lake ki 16, 
29, 80, 82, says— And others, tempting him, sought of him a, sign 
from heaven, . +. «` And when the people wero gathored 
- thick together, ho began to say, This is an evil gonoration: thoy 
seek a sign; and there shall no sign bo given it, but tho sign of 
Jonas the prophet. For as Jonas was a sign unto the Ninevites, so 
shall also the son of man be to this generation, . . Tho 
men of Nineveh shall rise up in the judgment with this generation, ' 
and shall condemn it: for they repented at the preaching of Jonas; 
and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here.” Jesus said distinctly that 
no sign should be given unto that generation but the wonder or sign 
of himself as a great preacher who came to warn them, as Jonas 
went to warn the Ninevites. We should have expected that, under 
tho circumstances in which Jesus was placed with respect to tho 
Jows, that a demand would be made for a sign or miraclo, and that 
an answer something like the above would be given by him; but in 
the account, which is probably one of the most authentic passages 
in the Gospels, he denies the working of miracles. 

Yet we see that after the death of Jesus, an enormous numbor of 
miracles were ascribed to him. The four Canonical Gospels contain 
but a very small portion of them. The books which wo havo wera 
selected from a great number of other writings: Jeromo says that 
there were upwards of one hundred Gospels, Tho following Gospels, 
besides Acts, Epistles, Books, Revelations, Visions, etc., wero 
mentioned by name by writers in the first four centuries of tho 
Christian era, but are not now extant—Tho 


Gospel of Andrew ~ Gospel of Jude , 
Gospel of Appellas , Gospel of Judas Iscariot — 
Gospel of the twelvo Apostles The False Gospels of Lucianus 
Gospel of Barnabas Gospel of Marcion 
Gospel of Bartholomew Gospel of Mathias 
Gospel of Basilides Gospel of the Nazarenes 
Gospel of Cerinthus Gospel of Perfection 
Gospel of the Egyptians Gospel of Peter 

Gospel of the Ebionitcs Gospel of Phillip 

Gospel of the Encratites Gospel of Scythianus 
Gospel of Eve Gospel of Titan 
Gospel of the Hebrows Gospel of Thaddmus 

The False Gospels of Hesychius Gospel of Thomas 
Gospel of Truth Gospel of Valentinus 


Sco Appendix to Hone's Apochryphal New Testament. 
And we have also four or five still extant, namely, the 
Gospel of Protovangelion 

Gar of a fafancy c Gospel of Nicodemus, cto. it 

i ibed to 
Now, we may reasonably concludo, that tho miracles ascribed 
Jesus in thoso nd the other early Christian writings, were something 
enormous in number, and that probably our canonical Gospels ar 
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some of thosoberest. And it is not only in Sikhism, Mahometanism, 
and Christianity, in which miracles aro to bo found; multitudes of 
them are ascribed without exception to the founders of all religious 
systems. We aro informed by tho Parsees, that Zoroaster, their great 
legislator and founder, among other astonishing miracles, walked for 
a month on the sea, passed through a mountain of flaming fire 
unhurt, had vast quantities of melted brass poured on his breast, 
and yet “not a hair on his body was lost, nor his delicate body 
injured.” , Accompanied an angel to heaven, and conversed face to 
face with the deity. Fought with a host of devils and magicians, 
discomfittod them, and killed some, simply by the sound of his 
voice. From the Zartusht Nanah; or Parsee Life of Zoroaster. 
Translated by Lieut. Eastwick. , , 
.. For a further enumeration of the miracles of Zoroaster, see 
Introduction to Duperon's Translation of the Zend-Avesta. 
, We are informed by the Jews that Moses, their great legislator 
and founder, wrought the most astonishing miracles; that he turned 
the whole of the water throughout the land of Egypt into blood— 
Exodus vii. 20,21. Brought up such an abundanco of frogs upon 
tho land of Egypt that the ground could nowhere be seen—Exodus 
viii. 6. Turned tho, wholo of the dust throughout the land of Egypt 
into lico—Exodus viii. 17. Sprinkled ashes in tho air, and brought 
boils breaking forth upon man and beast throughout tho land of 
Egypt—Exodus ix. 10. Brought immense swarms of locusts, which 
darkened tho air, covered the land, and ate up every green thing 
throughout the land of Egypt—Exodus‘x. 18, 18. Caused a total 
darkness to overspread the land of Egypt for threo days; ‘a darkness 
go thick that it could bo felt—Exodus x. 21, 22. Brought water 
out of a rock in a waterless desert in sufficient quantities to supply 
the wants of two million people, their flocks and herds—Exodus xvii. 
6. Divided the Red Sea by stretching out his rod or walking-stick 
over it, cte., etc. The account says that Aaron, the brother of Moses, 
was appointed by God to act as tho spokesman of Moses; and also 
that under the instruction of Moses he assisted with his magic rod 
to work the miracles. That at one time Aaron threw down his rod 
before the king of Egypt and it became a serpent; that the magicians 
of Egypt threw down. their rods and they also became serpents ; but 
Aaron’s serpent swallowed up all tho rest—Exodus vil. 10, 12. 
. That at another timo, as a sign, Aaron’s rod in tho course of one 
night, budded, blossomed, and boro almonds—Numbers xvii. 18. 
Tho miracles, of Moses above cnumerated aro enlarged upon, and 
many others related, in tho Talmudieal and Rabinical writings of 
tho Jews. | D aa L, 
We aro informed by tho Buddhists, that Buddha, their founder, 
leaped his horse over. tho river, Gangos, in a place whero it was 
a quarter of a mile wido; -walked 860 milos in one day; in a mo- 
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ment of time crossed the tiver Ganges with all his disciples; flow 
through the air ; caused a golden cup to float against the stream with 
the velocity of a swift horso; split a tough stick into 500 piecos 
with one stroke of an'axe; instantly turned muddy water as clear as 
crystal; commanded a date stone to be planted, which immediately, 
through his miraculous power, sprung into a tree fifty cubits high, 
' blossomed and bore fruit, so that his disciples at once woro onablod — 
to satisfy their hunger ; made the lamo to walk, and tho blind to sco: 
‘ At one time restored sight to 500 blind men, whose oyes had been 
torn out ;” banished a pestilence and famine; when his righteous- 
ness was called in question by somo evil-disposed persons, struck tho 
ground with his hand, and brought up a being who proclaimed aloud 
his pre-eminent virtue; fought with the Prince of Devils and an 
immenso army of satellites, and conquered thom ; conversed with 
multitudes of angels; fasted fortv-nino days at another timo; 
preached for three months without cessation and without food; at 
one time converted 110,000 persons, and caused it to rain on tho 
others who stood around unconverted, while tho converted ones 
remained dry; at another time converted 12,000 snakes to the trao 
faith ; at a timo of flood, drove the water back, and walked on the 
dusty ground; at another time caused it to rain dust; at another 
time caused fire to issue out of the earth; ‘at another timo, as a sign, 
caused a great fire to ascend from his head, and a stroam of water 
from his feet; at another timo he produced a thick darknoss through- 
‘out the earth, ete., ete.—Asiatic Journal, vol. 22, -p. 642, - 
Encyclopedia Britanica, art, Gotama Buddha, L 
Westminster Review, Jan, 1880, art. Hist. and Doo, of Buddhism, 
‘Journal of ‘Oriental Soc. vol. 8, att, 1. 
British Quarterly Review, July-Oct. 1850, p. 417. l 
Upham's Sacred and Historical -Books of ‘Ceylon, vols. 2-8, 
‘The miracles we have noticed aro but a very small portion of thoso 
ascribed to nim by his followers. Ono authority informs us that 
“The history of Gotama Buddha is most voluminous ; the Cingaleso 
asserting that ten hundred thick books have been written, and thoy 
‘do’ ‘not contain the wholo ‘history ‘of his - life.” (Sirr's ‘Ceylon 
and the Cingalese, vol. ii, p.'62.) © And wo havo it from general 
‘authority, that these books contain relations of an Immense number 
of miracles, said to have been wrought by Buddha. Another writer 
‘referring to the miraculous’ character ascribed to Buddha by his fol. 
lowers, says— His miracles wore on a vast scale ;: lest, howover, tho 
‘record -of ‘their character and number should too -hoavily tax fho, 
-confidence even of tho faithful, we are told, that in his pines o 
“possession of miraculous powers was common ‘to his disciples ; 
thousands of whom could with tho greatest ease, overturn a mos 
‘or stop ‘the courso of tho ‘sun !"—London ' Quarterly Leven, 
vol. 10, p. 516. A 
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We need not further particularize, but read the lives of the 
founders of all the great religious systems of tho world extant, and 
you will find in each life numbers of astonishing miracles ascribed, 
and the books in which these miracles aro related are held most - 
sacred, generally written in a dead language, and the miracles 
themselves believed with undoubting faith by the respective votaries 
of each religious system. 


CHAPTER II. 
Catholic Miracles, 


Anp it is not only the founders of the various systems and their 
immediate disciples that have wrought miracles, but from the time 
that they lived down to the present, according to the respective 
authorities, numbers of Buddhist, Christian, Mahometan, and other 
saints, have wrought miracles also’; in fact, so numerous are the 
miracles ascribed to the saints of the various religious creeds 
throughout the world, that were they collected together into one 
work, it would certainly extend to many hundred volumes. For 
instance, to speak of the Catholic section of the Christian Church 
alone, it is calculated that the authorised lives of the Catholic 
saints, now in a forward state of compilation, when completed will 
contain the lives of 80,000 saints, who have already lived and died ; 
and the greater portion of these saints, it is asserted and believed by 
a great part of Christendom, wrought many miracles; and if we 
reckon only four miracles to each saint, the miracles of the Catholic 
Church alone would amount to 120,000. For the further illustra- 
‘tion of our subject, and for the edification of those who are unread 
in this direction, we shall enumerate a few of these miracles as 
given in Butler's Lives of the principal Catholic Saints, a work 
re-published in 1886, by the authority of the Catholio Church, as 
An Historical Supplement to the Old and New Testament.— 
, North British Review, vol. iv. p. 460. 
In his introductory chapter, Butler informs us that it not being his 
design to enumerate all the miracles of the saints, though ever sọ 
authentically attested, ho shall give only a few in detail, and refer the 
roader to tha original records for the rest. Consequently, instead of 
giving in detail many thousands, he only gives a few hundreds and 
‘a number of general summaries, of which the following are a portion. 
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It may not be improper in this place to warn tho reader that the 
remainder of this chapter being simply a collection of a number of 
similar evidences respecting miracles, reads somewhat monotonously ; 
therefore, he can just glance over it, or plod through it ag bost suits 
his humor. L 

Vol. i. p. 95—Bt. Melanins raised one that was dead to lifo, and 
performed many other miracles. 

P. 118—8t, Severinus wrought many miracles. At ono timo 
in Germany, “ by his prayers ho chased away the locusts, which by 
their swarms, had threatened with devastation the wholo produco 
of the year.” mG 

P. 187—St. Theodorius wrought many miracles. “ Ho ercetod 
also several buildings for the reception of strangora, in which ho 
exercised an unbounded hospitality, entertaining all that came, for 
whose use there was one day above one hundred tables served with 
provisions; these when insufficient for the number of guests, wero 
more than once miraculously multiplied by his prayors.” 

P. 184—St. Paul, tho hermit, lived for 21 years on tho fruit of a 
tree, which grew at the mouth of his cave; after which, for 69 years 
ha was fed by a raven, who brought him half a loaf of bread cach 
day ; on one occasion a friend came to see him, and on that day tho 
raven brought a whole loaf to suffice for both. Upon the death of 
the saint, a couple of lions dug a grave for him. 

P. 188—St. Maurus was favored with tho power to work 
miracles, and at one time walked upon the water. 

P. 215—8t, Antony wrought many miracles, and cast out many 
devils, and at one time an Egyptian general miserably perishod, 
struck by God, because he contemptuously tore a letter which the 
saint had sent to him, L kon 

P. 244—St, Euthymius wrought many miracles, Onco in a timo 
of great drought, he went into the chapel and prayed for rain, “the 
sky grew dark on a sudden, rain fell in abundance, and the yoar 
proved remarkably fruitful.” L , 

P. 850—St. Chrysostom, Archbishop of Constantinople, was 
banished by the emperor from his seo, and ‘the next night the city 
was shook by an earthquake; ho was ro-callod, and upon being 
banishod again, a fire broke out and destroyed tho principal buildings 
of the city. co , ton littl 

Vol. ii. p. 17—St. Briget; “her five modern lives mention little 
else but wonderful miracles.” eye 

P. 58— Tho torrent of burning sulpher and stones which issue 
from Mount Etna, in great eruptions, was several times avorted 
from tho walls of Catana by the veil of St. Agatha, which was 
carried in procession.” ; 

P. 7828), Vedast wrought many miracles. At one time, ki 
prayer and the sign of the cross, ho restored a plind man to sig 
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at another timo ‘ho restored sight to a blind man, and cured one 
that was lame.” Se 

P. 75—St. Amandus raised a dead man to life. 

P. 112—St. Scholastica. In answer to her prayer, thoro came a 
great storm of rain, thunder, and lightning. i 
c B. 12B—St. Boverinus wrought many miracles. Just before his 

death, ‘Clovis, the first Christian king of France, lying ill of a fever, 
which. his physicians had for two years ineffectually endoavored to 
remove, sent his chamborlain to conduct him to court, for he heard 
how the sick from all parts recovered their health by his prayers. 
St. Severinus took leave of his monks, telling them that he should 
never seo them more.in this world. On his journey, he healed 
Eulalius, bishop of Nevers, who had been for some time deaf and 
dumb; also a leper at the gatos of Paris; and coming to the palace, 
he immediately restored, tho king to perfect health, by putting on 
him his own cloak.” 

Vol. iii. p. 162—St. Euphrasia. “She was favored with miracles 
both before and after her death.” 

B. 181—8t. Patrick restored ‘sight to many blind, health to the 
sick, and raised nine dead persons to life.” 

, P. 285—St. Benedict was “‘endued by God with.an extraordinary 
power, commanding all naturo;.and, like the ancient. prophets, 
foresecing future events, ho often raised, the sinking couraga of his 
monks, and baffled tho various artifices of the devil with the sign 
of the cross, rendered: tho heaviest stone light. in; building his 
monastery, by. a short prayer, and in. presenco. of a multitude of 
people, raised to lifo.a novico whe had been crushed by. the fall 
of a wall,” ete., ote. í i l 

P. 260—St. Turibius. ‘His historian and the acts of the canoniza- 
tion montion many sick restored to their health, and a girl raised 
to life by, him while ho was living; also many miracles wrought 

through his intercession after his death.” 

' Bt. Gontran, the king of Orleans and Burgundy, was endowed 
with the gift of miraclos;..‘* Bt. Gregory of. Tours relates many 
miracles performed by him, both before and after his death, to 
some of which ho. was an oye-witness.” ~ 

-Vol.,iv. p. 14-19—St. Francis of Paula wrought miracles. At 
one time he held burning coals in his hand; at another time he. 
raised a man to life, and after death his body remained uncorrupted 
for 65 years. 

LP. 61—St. Vincent Ferrer at.one ,time multiplied loaves ; ‘“ he 
.eured innumerable pick everywhere, and at Valentin made a dumb 
woman. speak ;” -at another timo he raisod a murdered man to life 
also; ‘ho restored to health on tho spot one that had been bed-ridden 
eighteen years, in the presence of a. great multitude, and wrought 
innumerable .other miracles, amongst.which we may reckon as, the 
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greatest, the conversions of an incrodible number of souls: Joan of 
France, daughter of King Charles VI.; Duchoss of Brittany, washed 
his corpse with hor own hands; God shewed innumerablo miracles 
by that water and by tho saint’s habit, girdle, instruments of penance, 
and other relics, of which the details may be read in the Bollandists.” 

P. 98—St. Mary of Egypt walked on the water in tho river Jor- 
dan; and a lion assisted a certain saint to dig her grave. 

P. 151—8t. Peter Gonzales wrought miracles. At ono timo, as a 
sign, he threw himself on a fire of burning coals, and miraculously 
remained unhurt. 

P. 206—St. James of Sclavonia wrought many miracles; and 
‘his flesh remained incorrupt 800 years after death, 

P. 284—St. Epipodus and St. Alexander suffered martyrdom, and 
were buried at Lyons, Great miracles were wrought by their relics, 


The author who compiled their acts ‘attests several of these miracles” 


as an eye-witness. He relates that the city of Lyons being visited by 
a pestilence, a young man of quality, who was scized with it, recovorod 
his health by a draught, to which a devout poor widow had given a 
benediction, with the martyr's shoe; upon the report of which 
miracle, innumerable other persons were cured by the like means, and 
many brought to the light of faith. At their tomb tho devils wero 
cast out, and the sick restored to their health, in so evident and mira- 


culous a manner, that incredulity itself could not refuse its assent, ' 


as the author of these acts moreover testifies.” A 
P. 285—Bt. Siceon, “by his prayers, obtained rain from heaven in 
a great drought in Palestine.” - 

P. 805—St. Patricius was, by the command of the Proconsul of 
Bithynia, thrown into scalding water, but it did him no harm. 
Vol. v. p: 99—St. Eadbert “wrought many illustrious miracles ; 
and eleven years after his death, when some persons went to 
exhume his relics, “to their great surprise they found tho body as 
entire, and the joints all as pliable as if it had been living; all 
the vestments and cloths in which it was laid wero also sound, 

and wonderfully fresh and bright.” L 

P, 108-104— St. Stanislas being at ono timo accusod of not 
having paid a sum of money which he really had paid; by throo days 
fasting and prayer, brought a dead man out of his grave into court, 
to give the necessary evidence. The relics of this saint wroug 
‘innumerable miracles,” , , 4 

P. 109—Tho relics of St. John of Beverly, which woro discovere 
by their sweet smell, wrought many. miracles. Our authority says 
“ Honschenius, the Bollandist, in tho second tome of May, has pub- 
lished four books of tho miracles wrought at tho relics of Bt. Jo 
of Beverly, written by oye-witnessos.” ' ; 

P. 121128..$8. Botar, Archbishop of Tarontaise, “ wrought many 
miracles in several places; chiefly in curing tho siek; and multiplying 
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provisions for the poor in times of great distress. mA 8.3 
‘The man of God restored the use of sight to one blind, in the 
presence of the Count of Flanders and many other noblemen, who ~ 
were at that time with tho King of Franco, who being also himself 
an eye-witness, examined carofully all the circumstances, and 
declared the miracle to be evident and incontestable.” 

| P. 158—St, Antoninus. “His hair-shirt and other relics wore 
the instruments of many miracles.” His body when exhumed was 
st perfectly freo from corruption 180 years after it had been buried.” 

P. 168—St, Isidore. ‘‘ His death was glorified by miracles ;” and 
his. body “during these 500 years remains entiro and fresh, being 
honored by a succession of frequent miracles down to this time.” 

P. 174—St. Pancras. In speaking of this saint, “St. Gregory of 
Tours calls him the ‘Avenger of Perjuries,' and says that God, by 
‘A pero miracle, visibly punished false oaths made before his 
relics,” ; 

P. 192—8t. Bonifaco tho martyr. ‘Tho judge commanded him to 
be cast into a cauldron of boiling pitch, and he camo out without 
receiving any hurt.” ti l ; 

P. 199—St. Pachomius. '' Among many miracles wrought by him, 
tho author of his life assures us, that though he had never learned 
tho Greek or Latin tongues, he sometimes miraculously spoke them: 
he cured the sick, and persons possessed by devils, with blest oil,” 
,. P. 217—8t. John Nepomucon. f'The tomb of tho saint continued 
illustrious for frequent miracles ;” at one time a number of men 
were struck dead who attempted to demolish it; and “in 1719, on 
the 14th of April, the saint's tomb was openod, where the body 
had lain 880 years. i l : A His tongue alone 
was une fresh and freo-from corruption, as if the saint had just 
oxpired.” : 

P. 276—St. Bernardin. ‘ Besides sovoral predictions and miracu- 
lous cures of many lepers and other sick porsons, the saint is recorded 
to.have raised four dead to life. i . . His tomb was 
rendered illustrious by many miracles.” 

. _ P. 299—St. Germanus wrought many miracles; and at his tomb 
the dumb spoke, the blind received their sight, ete. 

Vol. vi. p. 157—St. Henry of Treviso. ‘‘ He died on the 10th 
June, 1815, An incredible concourse of people resorted to the 
little chamber in which his body lay exposed, and threo votaries, 
appointed by tho magistrates to take in writing an account of the 
miracles wrought by God at his relics, compiled in a few days before 
: his burial a relation of 276.” 

P. 182—5t. Antony of Padua. ‘ Innumerable miracles testified his 
fanctity ;' and 82 years after his death, his tonguo was found as 
fresh as when living. k 

P. 218—Bt. Gregory. “A sudden and entire cure of a formed 
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gangrene and other distempers, which the symptoms had declared 
mortal, and other miracles performed through his intercossion, wero 
duly proved.” 
: P. 280-242—St. John Francis Regis wrought many miracles. * A 
woman who would take his tattered cloak to mend,keeping two rags 
as relics, by applying them to two of. her children, cured one of a 
fever, the other of a dropsy. - . . . , In times of 
need, God miraculously multiplied the corn he had stored up, three 
several times ; of which verbal processes were drawn up, and judicial ' 
informations taken before ecclesiastical and sccular judges; and 
thesé miracles were confirmed before fourtecn credible witnesses in 
the acts of his canonization.” ‘His relics also wrought a great 
number of miracles. Our authority continues— Twenty-two arch- 
bishops and bishops of Languedoc, wrote to Pope Clement II. in 
these words :—‘ We are witnesses that before the tomb of St. John 
Francis Regis, the blind see, the lame walk, the deaf hear, the dumb 
speak. . PI Fourteen eye-witnesses attested 
upon oath the miraculous and sudden recovery of Magdalen Arnauld, 
a nun of Puy, sick of a dropsy and palsy, and in her agony, tho 
physicians declaring that she could not live half an hour, =. . 
A burgher of Puy was healed of a great rupture formed in throe 
places ; his cure was sudden and entire, as physicians, surgeons, and 
many other witnesses attest: no less sudden were the cures of two 
blind women, of a young man of the king's evil, of many paralytic 
and crooked children, and others under all sorts of distempers, . 
A . . . the facts being all attested by many witnesses, 
and by the persons themselves. The holy see requires incontestable 
proofs of miracles to which it gives a sanction, and so strict is this 
enquiry, that F, Daubenton informs us that an English Protestant 
gentleman being at Romo, and seeing the process of several miracles, 
said they wore incontestable, if the Church: of Romo approved of 
none but such ; but was much surprised at the scrupulosity of this 
scrutiny when told that not one of all those had been allowed by 
the congregation of Rites to have been sufficiently proved.’ ” 
. P. 848— St. Maxentius wrought many miracles. ‘A barbarous 
army was stopped by the saint's presence from plundering tho 
monastery; and a soldier, who attempted to strike him, was seized 
with a numbness, which continucd till he was cured by the saint. 
Naturo on many occasions oboyed his voico, aa St. Grogory of Tours 
relates.” j o 
Vol. vii. p. B1—St. Peter, bishop of Luxemburg, wrought many 
miracles, Also, the history of the miracles which havo been wrought 
at his tomb fills whole volumes, A famous one in 1482 moved tho 
city of Avignon to choose him for its patron. It is relatod as fol ows: 
—i A child, about twelvo years old, fell from a high tower i o 
palace of Avignon upon a sharp rock, by which fall his sku was 
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split, his brains dashed out, and his body terribly bruised. The 
fathor of the child, almost distracted at this accident, ran to the 
place, and falling on his knees, with many tears, implored the inter- 
cession of St. Poter. Then gathering up the scattered bloody pieces 
of.tho child’s skull, ho carried them with tho body in a sack, and 
laid them on the saint’s tomb. The people and the Celestine monks 
joined their carnest prayers, and after some time the child returned 
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P. 142—St. Eugenius, bishop of Carthago, wrought miracles. 

' At one time a blind man begged for his intercession, accordingly the 
saint ff made tho sign of the cross on his eyes, and tho blind man 

- saw. The whole city was witness to the triumph of the faith,” 

P. 256—St. Vincent, founder of tho order of Lazarites. . t An 
account of several predictions of this servant of God, and some mira. ` 
culous cures performed by him whilst alive, may be read in his life, 

; written by Collet, with a great number of miracles wrought through 

` his intercession after his death at Paris, Angiers, Sens, in Italy, etc. 

Several cures of fevers, hemorrhages, 

palsies, dysentorics, and other distempers, were juridically proved,” 
etc., etc. 

P. 846—8t. Anna, mother of the blessed Virgin Mary. “F, 
Cuper, the Bolandist, has collected a great number: of miracles 
wrought through her intercession.” —- 

P. 851-855-—St. Germanus, bishop of Auxerre, wrought many 
miracles ; amongst those detailed, the stilling of a furious tempest at 
sea with some drops of oil; giving sight to one blind; ` frightening 
an army by shouting hallelujah ; restoring a withered leg, and rais- 
ing one from tho dead, are mentioned, 

P. 870—St. Samson U raisod a dead man to life, and wrought 
many other miracles.” 

Vol. viii. p. 66—St. Walthen “twice multiplied bread miracu- 
lously,” and ‘cured many sick by his prayers, but studied always to 
disguise whatevor appeared miraculous. . . His body was 
found incorrupt thirteen, and again forty-eight, years after his death. 
Several miracles wrought by his relics and intercession are recorded 
by the authors of his life.” 

P. 80-91—St. Dominic, founder of the “ Friar Preachers,” at 
one time raised a child to life through prayer; he “likewise raised, 
whole and sound, a mason who had been crushed to death by the 
fall of a vault.” He also, “ bosides many other miracles, raised a 
third man to life in this monastery of St. Sixtus (at Rome), in the 
presence of a great multitude of honorable persons. . 

An history of a great number of miracles performed by means of this 
saint, and attested by eye-witnosses, may be read in the Bollandists.” 

P. 95-98—St. Hyacinth, at one time when the river Vistula was 
80 rough that it could not be crossed with a boat, walked across it 
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“ag if it had been upon firm land, in the sight of a great i 

of people waiting for him on the opposite bank at pa titudo 
times he walked across the river Nieper ; at another timo ho raised 
a dead man to life, etc., ete. ; in fact, our author informs us that 
“ bis glory was manifested by a revelation to Pandrotta, tho bishop 
of Cracow, and attested by innumerable miracles, with tho history of 
which the Bollandists have filled thirty-five pages in folio.” 

P. 185-169—St. Bernard wrought many miracles. At ono time 

' a certain church “was exceedingly haunted by flies, till by tho 
saint’s saying he excommunicated them, they all died, se 
The first occasion which called for his zeal abroad was u dissension 
between the Archbishop and citizens of Rheims, whom tho saint 
reconciled, confirming his words by the miraculous cure of a boy 
that was deaf, blind, and dumb; also, tho Popo sent him to Milan 
to reconcile that city to the holy seo; Ha wrought there many 
miracles, and wherever he came was received as a man sent from 
heaven, . .. e Floury has inserted in his history a 
journal of this saint's miracles, attested by ten vonerablo and faithful 
vouchers, and Mabillon has proved their incontestable authenticity.” 

P. 898—St. Cesarius. ‘ His relics healed a great number of sick 
people, and he: wrought several like miracles while ho was living, 
as the authors of his life testify.” 

Vol. ix. p. 289—8t, Thomas, archbishop of Valentia., ‘The 
relation of many miracles wrought through his intercession, and by 
‘his relics, with most authentic attestations, may be soon in the 
process of his canonization prefixed to his works.” 

P. 260—The relics of St. Januarius have for many conturies 
performed a standing miracle by proventing the eruptions of Mount 
-Vesuvius from overwhelming the city of Naples, whore they are 
preserved, Another standing miracle is the liquefying and boiling 
up of two vials of tho martyr’s blood whenover it is brought near 
or within sight of his head, which fact is attested by ‘‘innumorable 

. eve-witnesses of all nations, and religions, many of whom most 
attentively examined all the circumstances.” A 

. Vol. x. p. 280-284—St. Edward the Confessor, king of England, 
4 enred an Irishman named Gillemichel, who was entirely a cripplo, 
and was covered with running sores, Tho King carried him on his 
back, and set him down sound,” ‘Thirty-four yoars after death, 
“the body of St. Edward was found entire, tho limbs flexible, and 
the cloths fresh. Soon after, a certain Norman, whose namo was 
Ralph, and who was an entire cripple, recovered the uso of his limbs 
by praying at his tomb, and six blind men wero restored in liko 
‘manner to their sight; which miracles, with somo others, being duly 
proved, the saint was canonized by Alexander IIL AWN 

: P. 877-878— St. Teresa, foundress of the Barofooted Carmelites, 
died in the year 1582. Her body “remains incorrupt to this day. 
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. . The history of many miracles wrought by her 
relics and intercession may be seon in Yepez, and in the acts of her 
canonization.” 

P. 446-454—St. Hilarion wrought many miracles. $ Among 
other miraculous cures, several persons possessed by devils were 
delivered by our saint.” Ho also ‘restored sight to a woman who ' 
had been blind ten years.” At another time ho came to a place 
where there had been no rain for three years, in consequenco of 
which the people were in great misery. “The saint, sensibly affected 
with their distress, lifted up his hands and eyes to heaven, and 
immediately obtained a plentiful rain; also, many labourers and 
herdsmen, who were stung by serpente and venomous beasts, wero 
perfectly cured by annointing their wounds with oil which he had 
blessed and given them.” He also wrought many miracles on the 
coast of Dalmatia, among which “St. Jerome relates that a serpent 
of an enormous size devoured both cattle and men, and that the 
' gaint, having prayed, commanded this monster to come into the 
midst of a pile of wood prepared on purpose: then set fire to it, 80 
that this pernicious creature was burnt to ashes. He also tells us 
that when the most dreadful earthquake mentioned by historians, 
both ecclesiastical and profane, happened in the year 865, . . 
the sea on the coast of Dalmatia swelled so high as to overflow the 
land, and threatoned to overwhelm the whole city of Epidaurus. The 
affrighted inhabitants in a crowd brought Hilarion to the shore, as 
it were to oppose him as a strong wall against the furious waves. 
The saint made three crosses in the sand, then stretched forth his 
arms towards the sea; and, to the astonishment of all, its billows 
stopped, and rising up like a high mountain, returned back,” 
ete., etc. 

Vol. xi. p. 278-280—8t. Edmund, archbishop of Canterbury, 
wrought many miracles, amongst which, at one time, “as he was 
preaching in the open air near the church of Worcester (England), 
a heavy shower fell all round tho place ; but the saint having given 
his blessing, and bado the people not to disperse, not a single drop 
touched any of them, or fell upon the spot where they stood.” Six 
hundred years after death his body still remained perfect, ‘ without 
the least sign of corruption, and tho flesh everywhere white.” . 

Several miracles wrought through this saint’s 
intercession were authentically approved and attested by many English 
bishops, as Stephen, a sub-deacon, who had been six years his 
secretary, assures us ; who adds: € Numberless miracles havo been 
performed by his invocation since his deposition, of the truth whereof 
T am no less cortain than if I had seen them with my own eyes.” 

P. 840-842—St. Elizabeth of Hungary. ‘‘ Many sick persons 
were restored to health at her tomb.” One instance is given “of a 
boy blind from his birth, by the mother’s invocation of St. Elizabeth 
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at her sopulehre, applving some of the dust to his eyes, upon which, 
a skin which covered each eyo burst, and he saw, as several 
witnesses declared upon oath ;” another, ‘of a boy three years old, 
dead, cold, and stiff, a whole night, raised to life the next morning 
by a pious grandmother praying to God through the intercession of 
St. Elizabeth ;' another, of a boy dead and stiff for many hours, 
just going to-be carried to burial, raised by tho invocation of St. 
Elizabeth ;” another, “of a youth drowned, restored to life by the 
like prayer ;'' another, “ of a boy drawn out of a well, dead, black, 
cte., and a child still-born brought to life; others cured of palsies, 
falling-sickness, fevers, madness, lameness, blindness, the bloody- 
flux, etc., in the authentic relation,” 

P. 867—St. Columban wrought miracles. At one time ho took 
up his residence at a place called Zug, near the lako of Zurich. 
“ The inhabitants were cruel and impious worshippers of idols. St. 
Columban having begun to preach the true God to them, found them 
one day making ready a sacrifice, and a large tub filled with 
beer being placed in the midst of the people, he asked them what 
they intended to do with it, they answered it was to offer to their god 
Wodan : St. Columban blowed upon it, and immediately tho vessel 
burst into splinters, with a great noise, and all the beer was spilt; 
the barbarians were surprised, and said he had a strong breath.” 

Vol. xii, p. 80-54—8t. Francis Xavier wrought many miracles in 
the East Indies. When commencing his missionary labors on tho 
coast of Malabar, he raised four dead persons to life, ‘The first 
was a catechist, who had been stung by a serpent, of that kind whoso 
stings are always mortal ; the second was a child who was drowned 
in a pit ; tho third and fourth, a young man and maid, whom a posti- 


lential fever had carried of, . .» «© + Whilst ho 
exercised hig zeal in Tavancor, God first communicated to him tho 
gift of tongues. . — . + He spoke vory well tho 


language of those barbarians without having learned it,” At ono timo, 
with a crucifix in his hand, ho vanquished a band of robbers, who had 
spread terror through tho country; at another time, in order to pre- 
vail on the people of ‘Tavancor to receive tho Gospel, he bade somo 
of them “open the grave of a man who was buried tho day boforo; 
. . l . the body was beginning to putrify with a 
noisome scent, which he desired the by-standers to observe; bee 
falling on his knees, after a short prayer, he commanded tho i 
man in the name of the living God to arise: at those words tho be 
man ‘arose and appeared, not only living, but vigorous and in pra 
health, All who were present were so struck with this a tha 
throwing themselves ‘at tho saint's feet, they demanded baptism. 
The holy man also raised to life, on |tho same coast, a poing mi, 
who was a Christian, whose corpse he met as it was carriod to 
grave. .:- . . « These miracles mado so great impres- 
sions on the people, that the whole kingdom of Tavancor wero 
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subjected to Christ in a few months, except tho king and some of 
his courtiers ;” at another time, when the saint was on board ship, 
a most dreadful tempest arose; ‘‘ the ship at last struck against the 
sands of Ceylon, and the mariners gave themselves up for: lost ; 
when Xavier, coming out of his cabin, took the line and plummet, 
as if it had been to fathom the sea, and letting them down to tho 
bottom of the water, pronounced these words:—‘Great God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, have mercy on us.’ At the same 
moment the vessel stopped and the wind ceased.” In Japan, “ new 
miracles confirmed his doctrine. By his blessing, a child’s body, 
which was swelled and deformed, was made straight and beautiful ; 
and, by his prayers, a leper was healed, and a Pagan young maid of 
quality, that had been dead a whole day, was raised to life.” .The 
saint died in the year 1552, and, to hasten decomposition, was 
buried in lime. ‘In 1558 the grave was opened to see if the flesh 
was consumed, but the lime being taken off the face, it was found 
ruddy and fresh colored, like that of a man who is in a sweet 
repose; the body was in like manner whole, and the natural 
moisture uncorrupted; and the flesh being a little cut in the thigh - 
near tho knee, the blood was seen to run from the wound, The 
sacerdotal ‘habits in which tho saint was buried were no way 
endamaged by the lime, and the holy corpse oxhaled an odour so fra- . 
grant and delightful, that the most exquisite porfumes came nothing to 
it. . . . . By order of King John III. a verbal 
process of the life and miracles of the man of God was made with 
tho utmost accuracy at Goa, and in other parts of the Indies. P 
e . By an order of John V., king of Portugal, the arch- 
bishop of Goa, attended by tho viceroy, the marquis of Castle Nuovo, 
in 1744 (192 years. after. death), porformed a visitation of the ` 
relics of St. Francis Xavier; at which time the body was found 
without the least bad smell, and seemed environed with a kind of 
shining brightness ; and tho face, hands, breast and fect, had not 
suffered tho least alteration or symptom of corruption,” ete., etc. 

P. 91-94—Bt. Nicholas. |“ We are told that in his infancy he 
observed the fasts of Wednesdays and Fridays, refusing to suck 
the breasts on those days, which wore consecrated to fasting by the 
law of the church.” - After ho was chosen archbishop of Myra, he, 
tin that exalted position, became famous by his oxtraordinary piety 
and zeal, and an incredible number of Stupendous 
Miracles. . , l 

-We could go on enumerating miracles in great numbers from the 
various histories of tho saints—English, Welsh, Abyssinian, Greek, . 
Mahometan, Hindoo, Buddhist, ote., otc. ; but probably the reader 
may be tired of them, and wo think wo have already quoted enough to 
demonstrate the fact of the universal ascription of miraculous powers © 
to thoso men who have been looked upon by the masses as holy in: 
the different countries of the world. 
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OHAPTER III. 


Common objection that miracles of Mahometana, Buddhi 

moro absurd than Christian ones, a fallacy—Men kiel Fret te ae 
the faith of the country in which they happen to be born—Miracles at 
Zoroaster, Buddha, etc., contrasted with the Bible miracles—Miracles of 
Catholic ond Greek saints not more absurd thom the Bible mirncles— 

. Miracles of Bible not less absurd because termed canonical—Remarks on 
nature of the early Christian ecclesiastical councils and their mode of 

; fixing the canon of scripture—People of all religions, Buddhists, Hindoos, 
Parsees, etc., ete., have each had their ecclesiastical councils to fix, and 
and each possess their canonical scriptures—Canonical scriptures of any 
creed on the whole preferable to the non-canonical—Belief in miracles 
not necessary to man’s happincss—Miracles cannot prove any doctrine 
true—-Man not required to believe stories which ra violence to his 
reason—All faith should bo the product of human reason alone, 


Ir is a common objection that the. miracles of the Buddhists, 
Mahometans, Parsees, ete., are monstrously absurd; that in point 
of probability they will not stand a moment's comparison with those 
recorded in the Old and New Testament. But we think that this is 
an error—that it is the dictum of an unconscious prejudice rather 
than of the clear and sober judgment. The Christian believer ig 
born and brought up in a Christian country ; he is taught to believe 
these things in his childhood; he sees all, or nearly all around, believa 
them ; ostensibly or réally, most ‘of the greatest, and highest, and 
noblest, and most learned of his country accept them as truths; ho 
has become familiarized with them, and, probably, has never reflected 
much on their nature; but when he hears the relations of other mir- 
acles, not more extravagant in themselves, but belonging to other 
religions, his natural untutored and unprejudiced sense prevails, and 
he sees their absurdity at a glance. But, it is a remarkable: and 
suggestive fact, that the votaries of each religion, with some slight 
exceptions, look upon the miracles of all other religions but their 
own as absurd. And thero is another fact more emphatically signifi- 
cant still, it is this—that a man almost invariably 
belicves according to the belief of the country in 
which he happens to be born; he accepts his mother’s 
faith, as he accepta his mother's language; and the greatest, and 
highest, and noblest, of every country on earth, having been once 
children are no exception to this rule, they all alike in the in- 
experience of childhood have accepted their mother’s faith, and in 
matters of faith, the old adage— 

oo « Just as the twig is bent, so is the tree inclined,” l 
is particularly applicable. Yes, about 18,000,000 aro born every. 
your to a boliet in the miracles of Buddha; about 16,000,000: 
to a belief. in the miracles of Christ; about 6,000,000 to a belief 
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in the miracles of Mahomet, and the same may be said. with respect 
to all religions without exception. ` Nineteen-twentieths of the popu: 
lation of the world-are born to the belief of one set of miracles or 
another, and so the matter stands. To us who do not believe in 
the existence of miracles at all, and we speak without the slightest 
mental reservation, the miracles of Christianity and Judaism appear 
as improbable and absurd as those of Buddhism, Mahometanism, 
Parseeism, and the other religions of the world... eee 
We shall attempt to demonstrate the correctness of our opinion 
by contrasting in parallel columns about a dozen of the most ex- 
traordinary miracles taken from the writings of the Buddhists, 
Mahometans and Parsees, with the same number taken from thè 
Christian and Jewish writings. 


Zoroaster walked for a month on Jesus walked threo or four miles on 
the sea. the sea,—John vi, 19. — taa 


Zoroaster walked through a moun» | Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 
tain of flame unhurt. remained unhurt in a fiery furnace, 
. which was heated so hot that it slew 
the men that put them in.—Daniel 

iii, 21-27. : 


' Buddha at one time fasted forty- | Moses, Elijah, and Jesus, cach 
nine days, and at another time three | fasted forty days.—Exodus xxiv. 28; 
months, 1 Kings xix, 8; Matt. iv. 2. 703 


l t 
Buddha, when a hermit in tho jun- 
gle, was fed with figs and honey by an 

ape, for six years, 


Elijah, when in the wilderness, was 
fod by ravens for a considerable time, 


— Kings xvii. 6. j 


sy Tant 


i tn ASE 
Elijah made fire come down from 


_ Buddha made fire come out of the 


earth, * | heaven and consume a hundred men. 
a oe —2 Kings i. 10-12. | 
Buddha produced a thick darkness | “Moses produced’ a thick darkness 
throughout the earth. throughout the land of Egypt, a dark- 
AU kima Ma L | ness so thick that it could be. felt. 
L027 | Exodus x. 21-23. 900-0 


ċara a ie E 7 a : H Ree pene Lae g Peete ida 
Buddha at one time caused it to}: Elijah at one time prevented it from 
rain water, at another time dust. raining upon the enrii for threo years 
and six months.—James y, 187 ` 
. |- . Jesus, at one timo in a storm at.sea, 
| eommanded the wind and waves to bo 
~ f-still, they obeyed him, and immedistel 
il-became calm.-Matt, viii 24-26. 3.3 
2: Buddha converted twelve thousand f. '. A serpent persuaded our: firat parent 


imakes to his religion... —sis- » | to-commit sin; by eating: of; the fore 
Wor SIKA cing be L9 LS Kid bidden fruit.—-Gon iii, l-fas Suat 
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:-Buddhá: instant): 


turned. muddy 
water sweet... tors 


Jf, 


wots 


A camel, as he went along the road 
With the child Mahomet on his back, 
proclaimed aloud, with: an ‘articulate 
voice, that he: carried the prophet of 
God.—Irving's Life of Mahomet, 

A leg of mutton informed Mahomet 
of its being poisoned. 


"Buddha commanded a date stone 
to be planted,- which immediately 
sprung up into a tree fifty cubits high, 
‘blossomed and bore fruit, so that fi 
disciples at once satisfied their hunger, 


: Elisha instantly and permanenti 
turned a spring of bad water good. 
2 Kings ii, 19-22, 


, Moses instantly turned a vast quan: 
tity of bitter water swect.—Exodus x7, 


Jesus instantly turned a quantity of 
water into wine,—Jobn ii. 1-11, 


Bolaam's asà spoke and reasoned 
with him.—Num. xxii, 28-30, 
‘The serpent spoke and reasoned with 
TÈ a 


tae Mar Aaa 48 


| Aaron's rod, or walking-stick, bein 
' put into a place over-night, by the nex 
morning had budded, blossomed, and 
borne almonds,—Num. xvii. 8, ` 
Jesus miraculously multiplicd food, 
and fed at one time 4,000, at another 
time 6,000 people, and thero was moro 


: | remaining after they had eston than 


At the command of Mahomet, the 
moon left its place in the heavens, 
came down and did obesiance to him.* 

Many of the disciples of Buddha 
could with the greatest ease overturn 
the earth or stop the sun in its course, 


' A. Mahometan. biographer thus | 


refers to the miracles of Mahomet— 
“To give one-hundredth, or even à 
thousandth part of the notorious mir- 
acles performed by the holy prophet: 
even if the waves of the ocean were 
turned inte pens, and the expanse of 
heaven into one vast scroll, would be 
utterly impossible.”—Caleutia Re- 
‘view, vol. 17., art. Biographies of 
Mahomet for India, 


there was at their commencing to cat. 


© | —Matt. xv. 84-33,—Matt, xiv. 17-21, 


l At the command of Joshua, the sun 
and moon stood still for the space of 
a whole day.—Joshua x. 12-18, 


A Christian biographer after giving 
somo of the miracles and events in the 
life of Jesus, thus speaks of him—"And 
there are also many other things which 
Jesus did, the which if they should be 
written every one, I suppose that even 
the world itself could not contain the 
books that should be written. Amen.” 
—Last versa of the Gospel of John. 


—— Now, whatever the reader's opinion may be, we must submit it as 
ours, that, as far as natural or rational probability goes, there is very 
little difference in the absurdity of the relations contained in these 


i ing in his 
:. $ This, f Mahomet's greatest miracles, and is related by Irving 
‘life of Mahomet, as follow—One Habib, a wise and powerful prince of 
Arabia, came with a host of twenty thousand men to worship at the mpl 
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andthor-min—1 Samitel xxvili. 7-19:: That a man slow å thousand 
thon with the jawbone of an ass ;-and then; feeling thirsty; gota drink 
of water ont of it—Judges xv. 16-19. : That at-another time, when. ` 
inca‘ certain city; his enemies attempting to take: him. by watching: 
through the night at:the’gate, he arose'at midnight, took the gates 
of the city—posts, bars, and all—and carried them upon his shoulder 
fo'the top-of a high hill forty miles off—Judges xvi. 2-8, That at 
another-time, by ond. éxertion of ‘sheer ‘physical ‘strength, he pulled 
down a building with: three’ thousand ' people upon: its roof—Judges 
£vi.729280)° And, lastly, that the: whole ‘of: this enormous strength 
lay in his bhir, ho being no: stronger “thin: any ordinary “man when 
his head: was ‘shayed—Jadges. xvi ‘Thbt <a: woman for -looking 
behind'hor was turned into à'pillar of ‘salt—Genesis xix. 26. : That 
& man went up by d whirlwind into: heaven—2 Kings it. 11..: That 
a:Whele swallowed’ a:man; carried: him in ‘his: belly. for threo: days; 
find then vomited him <up/on -dry: land—-Jonah’ is 2; ' Matthew 
xii, 40. - That the :devil took a'man'on:to'the fop: of an’ exceeding 
high mountain, ‘and shewed him all the kingdoms of: the world it-4 
moment of time—Matthew iv. 8; Luke iv; 6; oto, etc., eto... sul 
sNow; we hold that these stories aro quite aa absurd as any. that 
can be found in the lives of the saints; and we. cannot refrain froni 
again respectfully, but emphatically, reiterating our strong conviction 
of the fact—a fact. which we think cannot be too. much impressed 
upon the: mind—that no-rational person possibly could believe them; 
unless he became unconsciously prejudiced in their favor by being 
born-and brought up to such belief, = cs IN, 

-: But, urges the Protestant, further—the legends of tho : saints 
ate uncanonical, whilst our Scriptures are canonical. But let us 
not too hastily be led away by a high sounding term. What is a 
canonical scripture? Generally one that has received. the dictum ix 
its'favor of a council of clergy assembled to authoritatively. decide, or; 
as -Walker expresses it, ‘<a writing fixed by ecclesiastical law.” But 
before we can accept the dictum of any council as infallible, we must 
inquire into the composition of that council and its capability of rightly 
deciding. Now, ecclesiastical history demonstrates. to us that 
eouncils in solemn conclave assembled have declared to be true the 
most erroneous and extragavant things, and that it is an exceedingly 
common thing for the decrees of one council to contradict and 
disanul the decroes of another council. ‘To take one instance from 
memory: The council of Laodicoa, assembled in the year 864, 
rejected the book of: Revelations, while: several councils since, 
amongst which we may mention that of Trent, have accepted it. 
We, could give scores of others, but this one instance shews that 
pouncils are not infallible, And we must not take the men forming 
these councils out of the pale of common humanity, and aseribe to 
them -penetration -and a learning they did not possess. :. For; 
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according to the tenor ofall history beating on the subject; m- 
the Christian ‘Church assembled in the fist, sse jj oe ` 
` century, was. certainly imore superstitious- and -much inferior, in 
general -intelligence ‘and ' education’ to our, modern: ecclesiastical 
councils—to a Conclave of Cardinals, an- Assembiv of: the Ghurolt 
of England, a Synod of the Church of Scotland, or. a Qonferente 
of the Wesleyan Methodists; and we may romark, in passing, that 
few out of their immediate pale would ‘accept the dictum of either 
of these bodies on any point as an infallible rule. 22:20 70005, 
: ‘The councils which formed what is now, the Protestant canon: of 
Scripture : were assembled before the age of printing; -and : tha 
evidence supplied by history is conclusive, that very few of tha 
clergy or so-called bishops forming them could-read or writo—i 
bishops in those days being generally chosen for their sanctity, and . 
not for their learning, as in our times, : - History informs us that at the 
council of Nice, the first great general council of the church, and 
held in the year 826, there were assembled 818 bishops, the greater 
part of whom could not read; that they violently disputed. togother 
for some weeks, and then, as far as the scriptures were concerned, 
put it to a simple vote whether such and such books wera to form 
-the word of God or no, and to their decision we are asked to bow-as 
to an. infallible standard, - :But universal experience of the possible 
fallibility of human decisions forbids us to do 50, or to blindly receive 
as absolute truth the decisions of any council that was ever, held om 
earth tg ao fet mero saad ate 
7 Ag well as the Christians, all the other religionists of the: world 
have their: canonical Scriptures. The Buddhists have their Tripi- 
thaka; the Hindoos their Vedas, Upavedas, Vedangas, and Upangas 
the Mahometans their Koran and: Sonna ; the Taouists their Tous 
tih-king ; the Confucians their. Woo-king and 8ze-ghoo 5 the Jews theix 
Bible, Talmuds, and Targums; the:Sintoos their Nippon, Odaika, 
and Sin-dia-ki ; the Sikhs, their Granths;-the Parsoes, thal. Zens 
lk idn diotan i Wo Anaya ings Aid Grkaietiaġ A 
soning amper othe, mga oY Ce ning shu oy 
many have, doubtless; missed our: times ; ‘fact, tHero' wak'a complete host 
of gospels, epistlos,: revelations, and gota.: Abova. axo twenty nine Josb gospels 
wè have five now, besides fout in the Nett Testament 3. fling makes thirty-eight, 
Ta it too much.ta say there ware fifty gospels for the cquncil of Nipe fo decide 
on'. A or oa “he fi The AGRI a etait our. po: BUNT SA raf all 
dick of this 818 bishops have’ copy of. dach of tho dtp gospils’ and of all 
tho epiatles, acts! atid tevelations; ta bhable him ‘td fotin his ju gnen jiet e 
pretensions to validity ? -Or diad :they.to..vrait: for ‘each. piljer; ad , by 
turns?! And how. long. would: this paya takgn Pe Thero, questions eze hont 
solrod by Salinus, one’ of, theis number, who gayn- 046 ded beagle 
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literate; simple creatures: tbee TA oth Vi aba Bale oF the: Bdokd 
usually do-it: was done by vote} i as’ Pappus enya: tt “whol 7 o“ bdot 

Seré Dat vindey- the t table. endcthe: tight bods mpd ati fu wa 
pie of roguery.; At any. fate, theyzought W wb teanenil tied ally buli l 
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davesta, Bundeshne, and Saddar; the Druses their Book of the 
Testamonies; and so on with the rest.—Sea Appendiz No, 2, ° «+ 
: Among all the religions of the world, at some time in their history 
a similar contingency has arisen, which has caused certain writings 
` to be pronounced and received as canonical to the exclusion of others; 
and this has generally been dono by the heads of the faith meeting 
' together in council, or by some holy man of overwhelming influence 
in the church authoritatively and arbitrarily deciding. The history of 
the various religions shews us that it is ono of the most marked 
features of them all, that traditions respecting their founder and his 
personal disciples multiply to an enormous extent; and to keep the 
history of the faith and the faith itself from utter confusion, it 
has been found necessary for the heads of the church, by an act of 
publie authority, to stamp the earlier documents as canonical, and 
reject the later or spurious ones. In accordance with this law of 
analogy, characterizing the different faiths of the world in the fourth 
century, the various written traditions of Christendom were become 
exceedingly voluminous, and many of them contradictory, until 
people did not know what to believe. Here was an exigency that 
must be met to save the faith from utter confusion. What more 
natural, then, than that the heads'of the church should come together 
and make a collection of what, in their wisdom, they considered the 
best or most authentic, out of this immense mass of writings, 
by the authority of their decision stamp it as canonical, and reject: 
the rest. To keep down confusion and endless divisions in the 
church, they could have acted no other way, 
- A few years after the death of Mahomet, under a similar exigency. 
of increasing and contradictory traditions, the canon of the Koran 
was fixed; and about 280 years after Mahomet's death, consequent 
-upon the still vastly increasing traditions, the canon of the Sonna was 
fixed, and as before remarked, in one instance only 4,000 traditions 
being accepted out of at least 600,000 extant.—Caleutta Review, 
vol. xix. p. 9,10, 11,88, , 


down to posterity, that each man might judge for himself. Paul, who preached . 
a religion of his own, has sent down many writings; Peter, his antagonist, 
few, yet there were several of his works, namely, his Doctrine, Acts, Gospel, 
Judgment, Preaching, and Revelations. Here are six tolerably essential ones, 
beside others mentioned genorally. Now, if the 816 illiterate, simplo bishops 
had voted these in the room of Paul’s works, whercabouta might we not have 
been now instead of where we aro? ''—Lecount, p. 93-94. 

We are aware that it is held by many, especially of the Protestants, that 
the council of Nice did not first definitely fix the canon of the New Testament, 
but that the usage of the church in general had previously settled the point. 
Now, it is most probable that at the time of that council the church had. 
already given a general perference to most of ‘the books forming the present . 
canon; yet there is much evidence to show that many of the Christians 
attached an equal value to a number of other books which wero omitted from 
the canon by thé authority of that council—Seo Middleton's Enquiry into: 
the Miraculous Powers. Yntroduction, p. 87-92. 
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:: Bo with respect to the Buddhist canonical seripturċs; ar it 
before tis says—‘ During the first year after Bakya (Budaka 
death, it was necessary to call a council at Bagagaha, the capital of 
Maghada. . The doctrines of Buddhism wore then defined. by the 
most eminent followers of the system. To the Sutto-Pittaka, ascribed 
to Gotama (Buddha) himself, they added two supplementary parts; 
these compose the most valued Buddhist writings, for the council is 
supposed to have been divinelv inspired, that they might transmit 
the system puro and authoritous to future agos,'— Calcutta Review, 

. xix. p. 265, ' renee 

` Another authority says— According to the Buddhists themselves 
the doctrines of Sakya Muni (Buddha) were not committed to writing 
by him, but were orally communicated to his disciples. . . , 
When they were first written is not clearly made out from the traditions 
of the north, but they agree with those of the south, in describing the 
occurrence of different public councils or convocations, at which the 
senior Buddhist priests corrected the errors that had crept into the 
teaching of heterodox disciples, and agreed upon the chief points of 
discipline and doctrines that were to be promulgated. The first of 
those councils was held, it is said, immediately after Sakya Muni's 
death, the second 110, the third 218 years afterwards, . ~ . 
According to the traditions which were current in the south as well 
as the north, the classification of the Buddhist authorities as the 
Tripithaka (the three collections) took place at the first council ; the 
portion termed Sutra—the doctrinal precepts—being compiled by 
Ananda; the Vinaya, or discipline of the priesthood, by Uphala; and 
the Abhidarma, or philosophical portion, by Kasyapa—all three 
Buddha's disciples. Their compilations wero revised at the second 
council, and were finally established as canonical at tho last.'— 

‘Royal Asiatie Journal, vol. xvi. p. 289. l L 

We need not multiply instances. In tho histories of the various 
religions they can be found. A like emergency has arisen and been 
met by them all in a similar way ; therefore wo aro quito willing to 
give councils their proper weight. Generally speaking, councils of 
any religion sitting in judgment upon & great collection of indis- 
criminate legends, their common sense would lead them to reject tho 
. most extravagant and least authenticated ; consequently, canonical 
scriptures aro gencrally more authentic than non-canonical or 
apocryphal ones, But, at tho samo time, we must not be led to. 
attach an undue importance to the so-termed canonical ones of any 
religion whatever; for all that can'be said at most in their favor, or 
to distinguish. them from the uncanonical ones is, that upon a certain 
time, a number of men, or a leading man of. tho particular’ faith in 
question, believed them and pronounced them to ba tho best or most 
authentic. Accordingly, it is probable that on the whole, the 
writings accepted as canonical by the Protestants, are more anti enue 
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than the uncanonical or apocryphal ones of tho first centuries of 
Christianity, because they passed the scrutiny of. 4 number of well. 
‘meaning men, who possessed some discrimination and reflection, even 
although they might have been somewhat superstitious, and have 
held pre-conceived ideas in matters of faith... 
‘But the life and miracles of Jesus, as portrayed in the Gospels, 
are in-no way better authenticated than the lives and miracles 
of the Catholic saints of one, two, or three centuries ago; for a 
council of the bishops and clergy of the Christian Church, a great 
portion of whom could neither read nor write, assembled at Nice, 
Laodicea, Carthage, Constantinople, or Rome, fifteen or sixteen 
hundred years ago, to pronounce on tho authenticity of the gospel 
histories, could not possibly be superior to a modern council of 
learned bishops, cardinals, and other clergy, assembled at Rome to 
pronounce on the genuineness of tho piety and miracles of a saint 
before his canonization. In fact, to us it seems to require more 
faith to beliove in the miracles of the gospel histories than it does 
in the miracles of the saints; becauso the evidonce is of exactly and 
only of the same kind, is much farther removed back into the super- 
stitious past, and, to all appearances, is far less strong. True, there 
- is a striking similarity in the two cases, which tends to placo them 
on a par; in each we have the same extravagant statements respecting 
the enormous, the incredible number of miracles—miracles which 
„were witnessed by vast multitudes and moved the whole country— 
the same persistent silence of contemporary secular history respecting 
‘these astonishing events, and the samo silence both in tho Testa- 
ment epistles, written by tho disciples of Jesus, and in the writings of 
the Catholic saints respecting their own miracles ; but taking the case 
in all its aspects, we venturo to affirm that ho who believes the 
miracles of Jesus upon the evidence wo havo, is inconsistent if he 

does not believe the Catholic miracles also. A 
It is said that a belief in the Christian and Jewish miracles is 
necessary to our eternal salvation; that if wo sweep away the belief 
in miracles, the moral, the essential doctrines of Christianity, of 
religion at large, will go with them. . A statement, we think, more 
utterly erroneous was never uttered. Miracles, by their very 
nature, cannot be believed without doing violence to reason, and are 
tho greatest stumbling-blocks in tho minds of reflecting men to the 
reception of those eternal truths with which thoy have unhappily 
been mixed by an uninformed, superstitious, and mistaken past. 
Tho truths of Christianity—the living, vital, saving religion of 
humanity—depends not for proo upon such a monstrosity as the 
suspension of Nature’s laws. Nor can a miracle, however great, 
prove the trath of a doctrine it has not the slightest connexion with it. 
.A missionary, in speaking of tho doctrines of Christianity to a. 
Hindoo priest, instanced, as ono proof of their truth, tho miracle of 
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Jesus walking on the sea. The Hindoo replied that he also took 
miracles as an evidence of the truth of his faith ; but that his divine 
teacher wrought a greater miracle still—that he drank up the sea one 
night and vomited it again the next morning; and that consequently 
this being the larger miracle, his doctrine was the most true... 
_ In the peninsula of Spain, 16,000,000 people tell us that ‘the 
miracles of Jesus are an evidence of the truth of Christianity. 
Cross the straits of Gibraltar, a few miles in width, and 10,000,000 
people give us the miracles: of Mahomet os an indubitablo evidence 
of the truth of the doctrines of Mahometanism, ‘No! although 
the men of nearly all the religious creeds throughout the world 
attempt to prove the truth of their doctrines by relating tho: miracles 
of their’ founder and his ‘disciples, yet tho fact remains that a 
miracle is no evidence whatever of the truth of any doctrino ; nay, 
more, a doctrine that requires miracles to mako man accept it, is 
unworthy the acceptance of man,. Doctrines worthy the acceptance of 
man when once uttered, render themselves glaringly apparent by virtuo 
of their own inherent force, beauty, and truthfulness, so that all 
reflecting men throughout the earth, of whatever ‘creed, cannot but 
admit their truthfulness and intrinsic worth. As one instance, 
Do unto others as you would they should do unto 
you, is a precept so beautiful in itself, appeals with such force. to 
the reason and to the consciences of men, that were:ten thousand 
miracles wrought, it could not add one iota to its force, or make its 
transcendant beauty more apparent. Again, miracles are so contrary 
to all our experience, so contrary to ‘all the laws of naturo as wo 
see them working, so contrary to these laws, that the more a man 
knows of them, the less he believes in the miraculous; and, with 
respect to the Christian miracles in particular, we aro asked to 
believe a number of events, opposed to all our knowledge of tho 
; unvarying laws of the physical world, and opposed, as in the case of 
the total darkness throughout the earth at the crucifixion (Luke xxiii. 
44), to the silence of all the histories of the Jews, of the united his- 
tory, direct and incidental, of all the nations living at the time as 
given in the works of the historians, -philosophers, naturalists, 
astronomers, poets, etc., of India, China, Persia, and especially of 
Egypt, and Greece, and of Rome, in her palmiest days. To over- 
come such negative evidence as this, we should have testimony of tho 
most convincing kind; but instead of which, we havo tho isolated 
statements given in one book, of unknown date and of unknown 
authorship. A 
To the objection that a miracle is contrary to the established and 
unchangeable laws of nature, wo are aware that the ever oh y eit 
all-sufficing answer is, all things are possible with God, an L ence i 
is inferred that a man must believe a thing to be true whic appears 
to him to be altogether absurd and untrue. But it by no mean 
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follows that because a thing is possible with God, that therefore it is. 
probable that because he could do certain things, that thereforo he has 
done them. People of all religions have miraculous accounts, which 
when objected to as being contrary to the established laws of nature, 
the answer invariably is, and without exception amongst them all— 
Mahometans, Hindoos, Buddhists, Parsees, ete. etc.— all things are 
possible with God.”"* If we accept this as a sufficing reason for our 
faith, to be consistent, we must believe all the absurdities quoted in 
these pages ; nay more, in all the sacred books of mankind, which 
contain millions of absurdities, at which tho sober reason revolts. 
Wo perfectly agree with the Rev. Robert Taylor, when. he says—I - 
defy imagination to conceive that the human mind ever sunk or 
could sink into a depth of folly and madness, second to that of 
imagining that the Almighty would want a man to believe something 
to be true, which, in tho natural exercise of his rational faculties, he 
could not help suspecting to be no better than a lie.” . No! we cannot 
believe that man is called upon to sacrifice his reason at the shrine 
of faith, but we do believe that he is called upon, and that it is his. 
highest duty, to exercise his reason and let faith follow, as it inevit- 
ably will, © Dos 


(€ This solving a theological difficulty by tho old hackneyed mode of saying 
all things aro possible with God, is sometimes shown in rather a ludicrous 
light, an instance of which occurred at a religious discussion at which we were 
present, a fow weeks ago. The matter in debate was the contradictions, 
absurdities, etc., of the Bible.. One individual affirmed that the Bible could. 
not.bo all truo, for that, amongst other absurdities, in one placo (2 Chron, xxi. 
20-22) it made a man two years older than his father, The matter was 
debated pro and con, at length ono gentleman rose and humorously suggested 
to the orthodox defender of the passage, that ho neod not make so much ado © 
about a man being two years older than his father, he had but to apply his 
favorite and convenient dogma of “ All things are possible with God,” and tho 
difficulty would at once vanish, All present at once saw the absurdity of so 
explaining it, because it had not been so explained before; but things cqually 
as absurd and contrary to our experience of the unchangeable workings of 
natural law, have frequently been so explained, and men have bocome gradually 
familiarized with the explanation, and at length believed, and scen nothing 
absurd in them. . KM a E, A : 
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CHAPTER IV. 
‘Accounts of miracles among all nations originate by two principal modes: 
1. By exaggeration of simple occurrences into wonders by uninformed 
. and superstitious individuala; 2. By pious frauds—Pious rauds exceed: 
ingly common amongst early Christians—Probable that many of the 


miracles, and some of the teachings, ascribed to Jesus in th 
were the product of this system of Dious frauds, gi - Sospel 


A CAREFUL study of history shews us that there are two principal 
modes by which the stories of the miracles ascribed to all religious 
founders in particular have originated. a 

1. By gross exaggeration, or the gradual magnifying of ordinary’ 
occurrences and incidents in the lives of the founders into wonders, 
by exceedingly reverent, credulous, and wonder-loving individuals, 

2. By the system. of pious frauds, whore the followers of the 
great teacher have thought that they could further the dissemination 
of: his doctrines, and silenoe.those of a different faith, by coining 
and ascribing to him fictitious miracles, 

With respect to the first, in relation to the miracles of Jesus, it 
is probable that, by his great influence over the minds of a certain 
class of individuals, he brought’ about some cures, and that he 
relieved some who believed they were possessed of devils. .Thoso 
cures of both classes by mental impression are'a phenomena which 
we shall presently shew attends many religious revivals in the 
different countries of the world; and at all times aro very common 
in Eastern countries, where the practice of prescribing medicine is 
more or less discouraged, if not absolutely proscribed; and it is 
verv probable, nay, almost certain, that many of these simple cures 
effected through the agency of Jesus, have been grossly exaggerated 


' into the position which we have them now in the New Testament, 


But there are many other statements, which are not common events . 
exaggerated, but deliberate frauds—such as Jesus feeding 5,000 people 
upon less than nothing, stilling the winds, walking on the soa, 
turning water into wine, withering a fig tree with his curse, raising 


' the dead, that of the devil taking him on to the top of a high mountain 


ing him all the kingdoms of the earth in a moment of time, 
of ki mid day darkness at the crucifixion, of dead persons rising ta 
life and visiting many of the inhabitants of kiser a 
many other stories as related in pa Gospels, wo have little hesita- 
tion i nouncing to be “ pious frauds. '- : 

That this system of pions fandi did ezist to an oe exten 
in the early ages of Christianity, we shall quote one 0 ae 
respectable of the ecclesiastical historians to prove. L ean pra an, 
in his History of Christianity, speaking of the early ages, say 


88 


4 That some of the Christian legends were deliberate forgeries can 
scarcely be questioned. ` The principle of pious frauds appeared to 
justify the mode of working on the popular mind, it was admitted 
and avowed. To deceive into Christianity was so valuable a service 
as to hallow deceit itself.”—Vol. iii. p: 471. 

: Jortin, referring more particularly to the fourth century, savs—'' Tt 
ig hardly possible to enumerate the multitude of ridiculous legends, 
false reports, and pious lies, which were propagated and continued 
through all ensuing ages, and the maxim, ‘to lie and to deceive 
became a virtue, if religion can be profited by it,’ a maxim almost 
generally adopted.''—Quoted in Lecount, p. 910; from Jortin, vol. 
iii, p. 8; see also. Lardner, vol. iv. p. 524. > = > aa 

But the writer who gives us the most general information respect- 
ing the extent and continuance of: these frauds is Mosheim, the 
greatest and most popular of-the Protestant ecclesiastical historians. 
His work is divided into centuries, and strictly following the evidence 
before him, he gives a statement respecting the prevalence of pious 
frauds-in each century. Speaking of the first contury, he says— 
€ Not long after Christ’s ascension into heaven, several histories of 
his life and doctrines, full of pious frauds and fabulous wonders, 
were composed by persons, whose intentions, perhaps, wero not bad, 
but whose writings discovered the greatest superstition and ignorance. 
Nor was this all—productions appeared which were imposed upon 
the world by fraudulent men, as tho writings of the holy apostles.” — 
Mosheim, vol. i. p. 78; Macleane's Translation... > 
*-Of-the second century, he savs—'' Another error among the 
Christians, a pernicious one; and productive of many evils, was tho 
following :—The Platonists and Pythagoreans deemed it not only 
lawful, but commendable, to deceive and to lie for the sake of truth 
and piety. - The Jews living in Egypt learned from them this senti- 
ment before the Christian era, as appears from many proofs: and 
from both this vice early spread among the Christians. Of this no 
one will doubt, -who calls to mind the numerous forgeries of books 
under the names of eminent men, the Sybyline verses, and other 
, Similar trash, a largo mass of which appeared in this and the follow- 
ing centuries.” —Murdoch's Translation, p. 70. 

_Of the third century, he savs—'' But it must by no means pass 
unnoticed, that the discussions instituted against the opposers of 
Christianity in this age, departed far from tho primitivo simplicity 
and the correct method of controversy; for the Christian doctors, who 
were in part educated in the schools: of rhetoricians and sophists, 
inconsiderately transferred the arts of theso teachers to tho cause of 
Christianity, and therefore considered it of no importance whether 
an antagonist was confounded by base artifices or by solid arguments. 
Thus that mode of disputing which tho ancients called economical, 
and which had victory rather than truth for its object, was almost 
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universally approved. .. . ' 
position to circumvent and c l > This culpable 
confute him with sound an amen f moda a adversary, rather ‘than 
falsely bearing on their front th 3 ced also a multitude of books 
for th o names of certain d i : 
or tho greater part of mankind being infi in distinguished men; 
thority of names than by arguments enced more by the. au- 
writers conceived they should prefix 8 and Scripture testimony, the 
their books, in order to oppose succes ofall on Eio Broatest weight to 
thoso canons which wero falsely aseri seful y their adversaries, -hence 
apostolic constitutions which Clemans Ro 9 the apostles, heno those 
collected, hence to the '' Recognitions of Clement be reputed to have 
and the Clementia and athor works, of ee ee as they aro called, 
too credulous world long held in high estimation character, which a 
‘hus, they who wished to surpass all others in ‘piety, doomed it a 
pious act to employ deception and fraud i pioty, deemed it a 
idem, p. 102-108. Ce ud in support of pietv,'— 
Of the fourth century. he save: This inconsidemt = 
ry, he says :—* i i i 
the common people opened a, wido door ta the pais piety of 
persons who were base enough to take advanta of tho franda of 
ang errora of others to advance their own interests, Rumors we 
tfully disseminated of prodigies and 9 soon in cortain 
toutan and, placos, whereby She T populace wero wn 
, and the stupidity and ignorance of th 
everything new and unusual as a miracl oso who ood upon 
u ften wrotchedly im- 
posed upon, Graves of saints and m iy a wero st bo when 
they wero not, . The list of saint piż eit Do mbere 
. hed with fictiti 
and even robbers were converted into mart buried blood. 
. - t e i 
stained bones in retired places, and act ot that thoy bad boon 
i formed in a dream that the corpse of some friend of God was there 
intorred. Many, especially of the monks, travelled th 
different provi y eee tho 
erent provinces, and not only shamefully carried on a traffic in 
fictitious relics, but also deceived the eyes of the multitude with 
ludicrous combats with evil spirits. It would require a volume to 
etail tho various impositions, which were for tho most part success- 
fully practised by artful knaves.”—Zdem, p. 144. Mi 
In another place he says:—‘‘If the enthusiastic frenzy of tho 
monks exaggerated, in a manner pernicious to the interests of 
morality, the discipline that is obligatory upon Christians, tho 
interests of virtuo and true religion suffered yet more greivously, by 
two monstrous errors which were almost universally adopted in this 
century, and became a source of innumerable calamities and mischeifs 
in tho succeeding agos. The first of these maxims was, ‘that it was 
: act of virtue to deceive and lie, when by that means the interests 
o the church might bo promoted; and the second, equally horrible, 
though in another point of view, was, that ‘errors in religion, when 
aintained and adhered to after proper admonition, were punishable 
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with civil penalties and -corporeal tortures.’ The former of these 
enormous maxims was now of a long standing; it had been adopted: 
for some ages past, and had produced an incredible number of ridien- 
lous fables, fictitious prodigies, and pious frauds, ta the unspeakable 
detriment of that glorious cause in which they were employed. And 
it must be frankly confessed, that the greatest men, and most eminent 
saints of this century, were more or less tainted with the infection of 
this corrupt principle, as will appear evident to such as look with an 
attentive eye into their writings and their actions. We would will- 
ingly except from this charge Ambrose and Hilary, Augustine, 
Gregory, Nazianzen, and Jerome; but truth, which is more respect- 
able than these venerable fathers, obliges us to involve them in the 
general accusation.” —Vol. i. p. 281, Macleane's Translation. 

Of the fifth century, he says:—‘‘ Those who contended against 
the Christian sectaries followed the rules of the ancient sophista, 
and also (what is truly suprising) the practice of the Roman courts. 
. PM . In the Roman courts very difficult and 
doubtful points were decided, according to the opinions of certain 
ancient jurists. A . . This imitation of the practice 
: of the Roman courts in conducting religious controversies, stimulated 
very much the base audacity of those who did not blush to palm 
their own spurious productions on the great men of former times, 
and even on Christ himself and his apostles, so that they might be 
able in the councils and in their books to oppose names against 
names, and authorities against authorities.. The whole Christian 
Church of this century was overwhelmed with these disgraceful 
fietions.'—P. 198, Murdoch's Translation. 

: Of the sixth century, he says :—“ If credit is to be given to the 
writers of this century, the conversion of these uncivilized nations 
to Christianity was principally effected by the prodigies and miracles, 
which the heralds of the Gospel were enabled to work in its behalf ; 
nor were they at all delicate or scrupulous in choosing the means of 
establishing their credit ; for they looked upon it as lawful, nay, even 
meritorious, to deceive an ignorant and inattentive multitude, by 
representing to them as prodigies, things that were merely natural, 
as we learn from the most authentic records of those times.”— Vol. ' 
i. p. 892, Macleane's Translation. ` 

Of tho seventh contury, he says :—'' During this century, truo 
religion lay buried under a senseless mass of superstitions, and was 
unable to raise her head.” After deseribing some new doctrines that 
were taught, he continues—‘‘ Did any one hesitate to believe, two 
irrefragable arguments were at hand, tho authority of the church and 
miracles, for the working of which in those times of ignorance, but _ 
a moderate share of dexterity was requisito.” — P. 250-251, 
Murdoch's Translation. 

Of the eighth century, ho says:—‘¢The many and stupendous 
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miracles which aro said to havo boon wrought by tho Christian 
missionarics who were sent to convert the barbarous nations, havo 
lost, in our times, the credit thoy obtained in formor ages. Tho 
corrupt discipline that then provailed admitted of theso fallacious 
stratagoms, which aro very improporly called pious frauds; nor did 
tho heralds of the Gospel think it all unlawful to terrify or allura 
to the profession of Christianity by fictitious prodigics, those obdurato 
hearts which they could not subdue by reason and argument.’—Vol. 
i. p. 476, Macleane's Translation.” 


Of tho ninth century, he says:— Tho ignorance and corruption l 


that dishonored the Christian church, in this centurv, was great 
beyond measure; and wero there no other examples of their 
enormitv upon record, than the singlo instance of that stupid veno- 
ration that was paid to the bones and carcasses of departed saints, 
this would bo sufficient to convince us of the deplorablo progress of 
superstition. +». The priests and monks set their 
invention at work, and peopled at discretion tho invisible world 
with imaginary protectors. They dispelled tho thick darkness which 
covered the protended spiritual exploits of many holy men; and they 
invented both names and histories of saints that never existed, that 
they might not be at aloss to furnish the credulous and wretched 
multitude with objects propor to perpetuate their superstition, and to 
nourish their confidence. Many choso their own guides, and com- 
mitted their spiritual interests cithor to phantoms of their own 
creation, or to distracted fanatics, whom they esteemed as saints, 
for no other reason than their having lived liko madmen, . 
This preposterous multiplication of saints was a new sourco of 
abuses and frauds. It was thought necessary to write tho lives of 
these celestial patrons, in order to procure for them the veneration 
and confidence of a deluded multitude; and hero lying wonders 
were invented, and all the resources of forgery and fable exhausted, 
. to celebrate exploits which had never been performed, and to 
perpetuate the memory of holy persons who had never existed, Wo 
havo yet extant a prodigious quantity of these trifling legends. 

. . . Tho samo impostors who peopled tho celestial 
regions with fictitious saints, omployed also their fruitful inventions 
in embellishing with falso miracles, and various other impertinent 
forgeries, tho history of those who had been really martyrs or con- 

-fessors in tho cause of Christ.”—ZJdem, vol. ii. p. 83-35. 

Such are the hands through which wo havo received the Christian 
scriptures, and there is no doubt—at least on our mind—ibat re 
greater part of the miracles, and some of the teachings nsei od to 
Jesus in theso seriptures, were tho product of this system of pious 
frauds. 


- 
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CHAPTER V. 


Period when the Gospels were written, and who wrote them, altogether 
'— conjectural—Probablv they were written at later date than usually 
assigned, and after tho Epistles—That Matthow, Mark, ond Luke wero 
taken partly from ono common document, and partly from tradition— 
Four Gospels contain many contradictions—Instances given—Real his- 
tory of Jesus contained in tho Gospels intermixed with much legend— 
The Bible a history, and to be read critically like any other history— 
Undue importance frequently given by somo Christian reasoners to 
assumed mistranslations and mistranscriptions of the Bible—And to 
figurative langunge—Inspiration of the Biblo a fallacy originated by 
spiritual egotiam—People of all religions throughout the world say that 
their own peculiar scripture is the “ Book of Books.” 


‘We have no roliable information respecting the time when the various 


books forming the Now Testament wero written, or by whom most 
of them were written. Respecting tho date of their composition, 
even ecclesiastical authorities aro greatly divided; in fact, all opinion 
is grounded upon tho merest conjecture, and wo believo that no two 
independent writers agree upon tho subject. 
Tho following aro givon by four writers of respectability, as the 
assumed dates of tho Gospels :— 
Dr. Lardner. Rev. Ja Acute Des omnes Carpenter, 


Matthew AD. 64 7 
Mark : 64 67 , 63 44 
Luko 63 63 63 64 
John 68 97 69 97 


—Lecount, p. 92. 

For various roasons wo think that theso dates generally are too 
early, that the final arrangement of tho Gospels in their present form 
did not take place until a much later period, and that the epistles 
wero written before tha Gospels, as they never mention them or 
refer to any of tho miracles related in thom. 

With respect to tho origin of tho books, tho strong probability is 
that Paul, an carly Christian convert, was the author of most of tho 
writings bearing his namo, and that some of the other epistles were 
written by tho apostles of Jesus; but who wrote tho four Gospels . 
and the Acts of the Apostles, is altogether conjectural. Tho names 
of Matthow, Mark, Luke and John, respectively placed at the head 
of the Gospels, by no means prove that those four persons wrote 
them, especially as wo now have them, It is exceedingly probable 
that after the death of Jesus, ono or moro of his disciples wrote 
down his teachings and actions, and these formed the groundwork of 
the Gospels. i 
` If we look for internal evidence to tho Gospels themselves, it 
appears as if the three synoptic Gospels—Matthow, Mark and Luke— 
were partly taken from one common document, as we find con- 
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siderable passages com : 
word for wor d jie ea Pi are Which are almost or quite, 
had independently related the same nee ie 
have used some different words. Acai rads would at least — 
the Gospels, which appear to he fis ere are many parts of 
instance, one writer makes Jesus 5 m earsay or tradition: for 
circumstances, and another makes hi See Ge ee eats 
another place, and under quite differ es oe ee 
can prove this statement by taking a of Se nae Zany ons 
the parallel passages. Again lu ik 
told by the different writers vari in da Beat, a ae cod f 
generally do: for instance take Cain b l RA A eras 
Matthew says it was a scarlet robo (Matt ahs b l tra 
was a purplo robe (John xix. 2); or tak g E 28)—John says it 
cross—Matthew says it wag , ene ayer ABs 
a ei Ta JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS, E 
THE KING oF THE sews, DU AAT 
Luko says it wag on [Mark xv. 26 
THIS I v. 20., 
John says it was ista AOSA a xxiii, 88 
JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING OF THE JEWS. ` 
These and a great number of oth arate 
jbus: from tradition, and raj): not feared aa a m 
fa ge nae are many passages which clearly and dircetly con- 
each other: for instance, in Matt. i. 1-17, tho writer tr 
the descent of Joseph, the father of Jesus, from King David through 
his son Solomon; while in Luke iii. 28-88, tho descent is brought 
through Nathan, another of David's sons. The account ros tati 
the infancy of Jesus in Luke, totally contradicts the eccount ai iven 
in Matthew. In Matthew ii. it is related that an angel a tard t 
Joseph in a dream, commanded him to take the young hild and 
, fleo into Egypt from Herod the king, who sought to kill it—that ho 
did flce into Egypt, and remained there until tho death of Herod— 
that upon hearing of the death of Herod, he was returning into 
J udea, but hearing further that Archelaus, the son of Horod, reignod 
in his stead, he was afraid to go to Jerusalem, and theroforo turued 
asido into a placo called Nazareth, in Galileo, and dwelt there. Tho 
account as given in Luke ii, 22-42, says not a word about tho 
slaughter of the babes or the going into Egypt, but informs us that 
when Jesus was a month old, his parents brought him to Jerusalem 
to present him before the Lord in the temple; that from Jorusalem 
they returned direct to Nazareth; and that from that time they 
went up every year at tho feast of tho passover held at Jerusalem, 
until Jesus was twelvo years old. Here aro ovidently two different 


legends respecting tho carly history of Jesus. 
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In John iii, 22, it is related that Jesus baptized; in John iv. 2, 
it is related that Josus did not baptize. 

Matthow xi. 14 affirms that John tho Baptist was Elias, whilo 
John i. 21 affirms that he was not Elias. 

In John ii. 1, it is related that on tho third day after Jesus was 
baptized by John the Baptist, ho was at tho marriago at Cana, in 
Galileo (seo John chap. i. from 29 to 48); whilst in Mark i. 12, it 
is related that immediately upon his coming out of tho water the 
spirit carried him into the wilderness, whero he remained forty days. 

in John i. 29-86, it is related that John tho Baptist publicly and 
emphatically proclaimed Jesus as tho Messiah; whilst in Mark xi. 
2-8, it is related that when John was in prison a short timo after, 
ho sent two of his disciples to ask Jesus '' Art thou ho that shall 
come, or do we look for another?” 

Matthew v. 1 makes Jesus deliver his famous sermon on a moun- 
tain; Luke vi. 17 makes him deliver it on a plain. 7 

In Matthew iv. 8-11, it is related in what is called the temptation, 
that the dovil first took Jesus and set him on a pinnaclo of tho 
temple, and afterwards took him up into an exceeding high moun- 
tain and left him thero; in Luko iv. 5-9, it is related that tho dovil 
took him up into tho mountain first, and afterwards set him upon a 
pinnacle of the templo. 

In Mark x. 46, it is related that Jesus gave sight to a certain blind 
man as ho came from Jericho; in Luke xviii. 85, it is related that it 
was as ho was going towards Jericho. 

In Matthew viii. 28-82, it is related that Jesus cast a legion of 
devils out of two men, and allowed thom to go into 2000 pigs; tho 
writer of Luko viii. 26-83, relating the samo story, says that tho 
legion camo out of ono man only. 

In Matthew viii, 5-18, it is related that at Capernium, a centurion 
camo personally to Jesus, and begged that ho would como and heal 
his servant, who laid at tho point of death; in Mark vii. 1-10 tho 
writer in relating the same story, says that tho centurion did not 
como to Jesus, but sent somo of his friends, saving that ho was 
unworthy to como himself. l 

In Matthew x. 5-6, it is related that when Josus sent out his 
disciples, ho instructed them to preach to tho Jows only ; again, in~~ 
Matthow xv. 22-26, it is related that when his assistance was implored 
by a woman of Canaan, ho answered, “I am not sent but unto the 
lost sheep of the houso of Israel ;' and when sho still importuncd, 
he further said, “ It -is not meet to tako tho children's bread and cast 
it to tho dogs;'' whilo in Mark xvi. 15, ho is related to havo said 
to his disciples, ‘Go yo unto all tho world and preach tho Gospel to 
every creature.” 

_ Mark xiv. 8, relates that a woman camo with a box of precious. 
ointment and anointed the head of Jesus; John xii. 8, referring to tho 
same circumstance, says that sho anointod his feet. Matthew xxvi. 0, 


45 


and Mark xiv. 8, say it was in tho h i 
village of Botbany ; Luko vii, 86, says it was in the Perce og 
ise wa ey of dan j while John xii. 2, leaves us to infor 
was in the house of Laz is sai : 
raised from tho dead. arus, whom Jesus is said to havo 
eera 8-5, it is related that Judas, when ho saw that 
b , ed, repented that he had betraved him, cast down 
tho thirty picces of silver in tho templo, and went and hanged him- 
self, and that the’ chief priest took the money and purchased a field 
with it; whiloin Acts i. 18, it is related that Judas himself purchased 
a field with tho money, and that instead of hanging himself, retribu- 
tivo justico overtook him, that falling headlong, ho burst asunder in 
tho midst, and all his bowels gushed out. 

In Matthew xxvi. 52, it is related that Jesus severely robuked ono 
of his disciplos becauso he used his sword, saying, “ All thoy that 
take tho sword, shall perish with the sword;” while in Luke xxii. 
86, it is related that Jesus commanded his disciples to obtain swords, 
even if they sold their garments to buy them. 

In Matthew xxvii. 44, and Mark xv. 82, it is related that both tho, 
thioves which were crucified with Jesus reviled him; whilst in Luko 
xxxili, 89—43, it is related that one of them only roviled him, and tho 
other the reverse. 

In Luko xxiii, 48, it is related that Jesus said to ono of tho 
thieves on tho cross, '' To-day shalt thou be with me in-Paradiso ;” 
whilst in Acts i. 8-11, it is related that Jesus was forty days beforo 
he went to Paradise. f 

In John xix. 14, it is related that Jesus was crucified at the sixth 
hour; whilst Mark xv. 25, says it was tho third hour. 

Tho five accounts of the resurrection and ascension of Jesus, 
given respectively at the end of tho four Gospels and beginning of 
Acts, are very contradictory. The number of such contradictions 
aro best scen by writing tho different accounts out in parallel columns, 
and then comparing, which the enquiring reader, if inclined, can do. 
for himself. In this placo we shall only just mention two or throo of 
these contradictions. ; 

In Luko xxiv. 18-88, according to tho narrative, Jesus was on tho 
earth only ono day after his resurrection before he ascended to heaven; 
whilst in Acts i. 8, it says that ho was on carth forty days. : 

In John xx. 17, it is related that on tho day of his resurrection, . 
ho appeared to ono of his followers, and said, “ Touch mo not, for I 
am not yet ascended to my Father, but go to my brethren, and say 
unto them I ascend to my Father, and your Father, and to my God, 
and your God ;” whilst in Luke xxiv. 89, it is related that Jesus ap: 
peared to somo of his followers, and invited them to handlo him an 
seo that ho had flesh and bones, and was not a spirit. l 

Luke xxiv, 60-61, says that Jesus ascended up into heaven from 
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Bethany, fiftecn furlongs from Jerusalem ; whilst Acts i. 9-12, states 
that he ascended from Mount Olivet, a much less distance from 
Jerusalem. : 

Again, the four accounts referring to Paul's conversion when on his 
road to Damascus contradict each other to a great extent. In Acts 
ix. 11, it is related that those which journeyed with him heard tho 
voice that spoke to him; while in Acts xxii, 9, it says that they did 
not hear the voice. 

In Acts ix. 7, it is related that thoso which accompanied him when 
they heard tho voico stood speechless; whilo in Acts xxvi, 14, it says 
that thoy all fell to tho ground. 

In tho account in Acts ix. 4-17, and Acts xxii. 7-16, it is related 
that the voico commanded Paul to go into Damascus and receive in- 
structions of what lie was to do; while in Acts xxvi. 14-18, it is 
related that the voico instructed him upon the spot what he was to 
do. Comparo also Acts ix. 8-28, and Galatians i. 17-19. 

Wo need not in this’ place particularizo others, but will simply - 
remark that both in the letter and in tho spirit, the New Testament: 
contains hundreds of glaring contradictions, 

Again, a great many of, apparently, the real sayings of Jesus aro 
mixed up with miracles; now most of thoso miracles were probably 
interspersed and filled in at a later dato on tho principle of pious’ 
frauds, to give greater importanco and authority to tho sayings. Wo 
would beg it therefore to be distinctly understood, that when wo accept 
any passage as probable, we by no means accept the miracle that is 
attached to it. For instance, wo are told that Jesus cursed a fig-tree, 
and it withered away, and that ho took advantage of the circumstance 
to inform his disciples that faith could accomplish all things. Now, 
-wo may accept as probable, that at some time ho mado tho peculiar 
statement in question respecting tho eflicacy of faith, it being in ac- 
cordance with his usual teaching; at tho samo time wo may reject 
the story of the miraculous withering of the treo, as probably a later 
embellishment. Finally, although taken asa whole, the four Gospels 
form a completo jumble of history—probably, in proportion to their 
extent, almost as great a jumblo as ever was seriously penned in any 
age or country—yet, we think that most of tho teachings and real 
history of Jesus after ho appeared in public is contained in them, 
mixed up with somo sayings and many miracles that he never heard 
of. We have now defincd the way in which we read the Gospol 
histories ; wo view them simply as a collection of legends respecting 
tho life and acts of Jesus, exactly as we view tho legends respecting 
the life ond acts of this or that saint, or of this or that other founder . 

of a religious system; and this modo of viewing them explains all the 
' contradictions, inconsistencies, and absurdities to bo found in them, 
in a way that no other does, 

We aro awaro that it is objected that wo havo no right to read tho 
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Bible in this | 
— manner—th 
to be consi at we cannot 
Fa), bo consistent we must beliovo or accept a past and reject a 
a part and rej allacious view. He wh sbeliove the whole of it : part 
himself: eet a part of any anci o objects that we cann: b ; but 
ventu ; the objector is not go cient history is inconsi ot accept 
anti re to affirm that there g verned by his own obje aaant with 
iquity, even the mos . s not a single consi jection : for wo 
tho miraculous ete., et t reliable, who has not derable author of 
present day, although fi w hich no intelligent recorded relations of 
ye sent ta Fa e in the main accepts the relations of those 
. . Q . (o) 
carri o rond in Herodotus, that a dolphin pi , ne of these 
ie kl or many miles on his back, picked up a man in the sea 
gether to some accept this story ag tru and deposited him safely on 
fa faet on seer every part of one of thob but are we therefore alto 
th e of the best historie tho best histories of antiqui l 
at a whale swall s ever written? ntiquity 
nights in it full owed a man, carried him fi Wo read in the Bible, 
cannot accept ciy, and $ hen deposited him alive on i: ria and thre 
related in the Bibl and many other even more i v land. If we 
hist ) Bible, does it follo ore improbable stori 
as ect Bett, ce probable t me are to rejoot tho sobor 
tho surrounding nator rot up a king settled in Juden, fought with 
rae ations, set : , ea, fought wi 
tl 
0 Babylon an e of the secti 
m . a part ons WI 
mcs ut eg 
and hypocri ht in Judea, railed agai 
gendered their hatred WA of the Jewish priests and pharissoa, t tho 
athe Calvary. ’ was crucified at their instance apo ` 
ho Bible is a hist " 
` ory, and w : . 
not to believe or Mta vo all tht AN bat nT by 
our experience, to take the probabiliti ords, but, guided b 
justice it would not d probabilities of-the case, In y 
‘ U o to believe all th Popon a court of 
experienced in the affai all that tho witnesses say: thoj 
the evidence, t airs of every-day life, havo to consid TF a oink 
their honest o scan the features of the witne er and woigh 
. y, to carefull i sses, and calculate upon 
thero is any hi efully examine what th . po. 
y hidden or interest > what they say, and see if 
mark their care or c ested motive in giving such id 
arelessness in i 1 evidence, to 
repre speakin ; 
Tas all ta what they saw or heatd and then afer one ta 
B tho parts and features of l r carefully ro- 
verdict, of tho evidence, roturn their 
istory is but the written evi 
H n evidence of — ib qet 
somo by” somo by foolish or gullible men, son iy tte by 
igning men, som ĦATI men 
carcless men, and nearly every oy eat timos and somo by 
thoro. It ki then the duty of every reader to nocopt 2 nd or loss all 
ence of histo 7 and weigh the 
1y, exactly as he would the evidence of a witness in 
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a court of justice, and never disbelieve a wholo history simply becauso 
some of it is false or foolish, and not to believe a whole history because 
it contains somo that is truo and wiso ; and this should bo particularly 
the caso in roferenco to the Bible, because it was written in different 
nges, in different countries, by men of different capacities, and 
holding different opinions. For instance, who could possibly believo 
the whole of tho following—*‘ No man hath soen God at any timo,” 
1 Epistle of John iv. 12; “ God is a spirit,” John iv. 24, ‘“ Then 
went up Moses, and Aaron, Nahab, and Abihu, and soventy of tho 
elders of Isracl: and they saw the God of Israel: and thero was 
under his fect as it wero a paved work of a sapphiro stone, A 

. . . and upon the nobles of tho children of Israel ho 
laid not his hand: also they saw God, and did eat and drink.” — 
Exodus xxiv. 9-11. 

Wo aro also told that at another timo God put Moses in a cleft 
of tho rock, put his hand over him, passed by, and that Moses saw 
his back parts.—Ezxodus xxxiii. 18-28. 

Hero are two totally different conceptions of God by two different 
writers—tho ono says that no man hath seen God at any time, for 
that God is a spirit ; the other says that ho is of human form, with 
face, hands, fect, and back parts, and has been scen by man.. 

Many hundreds of these point blank contradictions aro scattered 
throughout tho Bible, and any reasonable man cannot belicvo tho 
wholo; if ho accepts the ono, ho of necessity, in obedieneo to a law of 
his nature, as a thinking logical being, must reject its opposite. ` 

It may not bo amiss in this placo to conciscly review another 
featuro or two respecting tho popular Christian, but erroncous, modo 
of reading and interpreting tho Bible. 
: Firstly, then, respecting mistranslations' and mistranscriptions. 
It is frequently said that tho contradictions and absurdities in the 
Bible nearly all result from mistranslations of tho vernacular copics 
from the present manuscripts, or from the mistranscriptions of tho 
present manuscripts from the first but now extinct manuscripts. 
Wo heard a minister a few weeks ago declaro that if the Biblo was 
correctly translated from tho first originals that there would bo no 
longer any sceptics, for thero would not bo a contradiction or absurdity 
in tho book. Now, on this point we aro compelled to speak plainly, 
' for tho fact that thero aro mistranslations particularly, is a harbour 
of refugo for tho Christian sophist, and, we are compelled to add, not 
unfrequently for the moro conscientious Christian reasoner. No 
sooner is a glaring contradiction or absurdity pointed out than tho 
frequent answer is, and nino times out of ten without tho least reason, 
If it was properly translated it would all agreo or all appear quito 
reasonablo. 

' Now wo are quito ‘prepared to admit, and, in fact, to assert, that 
no translation of an ancient book which we possess—sav Homer, 
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Herodotus, Plato, Cicero, Josephus—is in every respect literally 
rendered ; but no doubt that as far as tho translation only is con- 
cerned, thoy are approximately correct, and the Bible, even with its 
two hundred thousand different readings, is the same, . 
L It is not tha differences in translation which make tho absurdities 
in the Bible. The story of the fish swallowing Jonah; of the sun and 
moon standing still at the command of a man; of men walking in 
the midst of a red-hot furnace without harm ; of the walls of a city 
falling down flat consequent on the simultaneous shout of a beseiging 
army; ofa man, simply by stretching out his walking-stiek, tuming 
the whole water of a country into blood, and its dust into lico; of 
this stick at one time turning into a serpent, and at another timo in 
one night budding, blossoming, and veilding almonds; of a man 
going up by a whirlwind into heaven; of a serpent and an ass utter- 
ing and conversing in human speech. These and other similħr 
stories are told substantially the same in the Latin Vulgate, tho 
Septuagint, and the common Hebrew, as well as in the translations 
from them. Read these stories in any of the originals or translations 
you choose, and they are still absurd. The same argument will apply 
with respect to most of the contradictions: each copy contains 
— hundreds of contradictions within itself. That there are mistrans- 
lations and mistranseriptions in the different versions of the Biblo 
no person can fairly doubt; but the reasoner is not justified in 
assuming them in places where they do not exist, simply for tho 
purpose of defeating an opponent in debate, or supporting a favorite 
dogma. L 
We may also remark in passing, that the Christian reasoner gains 
nothing by charging the contradictions and absurdities contained 
in the Bible upon the mistranslations and mistranseriptions of it, 
for by so doing he vitally stabs the infallibilitv of the book itself; he 
himself demolishes the very doctrine of plenary inspiration which 
generally he so tenaciously, and we think unreasonably, holds; for 
if so many passages have had their meaning changed by , mis- 
translations and mistranseriptions, it is not possible for him to 
point to a single passage in the book, and positively affirm ġa 
it also has not been changed ; and although a mistransiation tom 
existing documents may be rectified, the mistranseriptions om ° 
now extinct manuscripts never can; and therefore the infallibility o: 
the book, according to the simplest rules of logic, is for to aes 
Another common, but erroneous, mode of interpreting tla et 
eet i gue net Te ery 
istian church, Origen, laid 1 y Aap : 
ad, that when anything occurred in the Serine which ape 
absurd or contradictory, it did not mean wha d, i ddos 
ince his time multitudes havo followed this rule, and do 
cil No asbner is a conscientious and rational objection raisod against 
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any passage of the book, than tho ever-ready answer of this class of | 
reasoners is—it does not mean what it says—tho language is figura- 
tive. And this answer also is given in nino cases out of ten, 
without the slightest reflection or examination of the passage. Itis 
a standing answer of tho slothful, who are too carcless to read, or 
read without thinking; of the ignorant, who adopt the opinions of 
others; and of those of great faith, who are determined to believe 
certain things in spite of the evidenco of their senses. Tho latter 
class tell us that when it is said in six days the Lord mado heaven 
and earth, tho sea and all that in them is, '' and on tho seventh day 
ho rested and was refroshed” (Exodus xxxi. 17.)—because it docs 
not agreo with the Jater and higher conception of God as a God of 
: infinite attributes, who could neither weary nor be refreshed—that it 
does not mean what it says, but something else. -That when it is 
said the waters of Noah’s flood covered the whole earth, ‘‘and all tho 
high hills under the whole heavens wero covered” (Gen. vii. 19.) 
. —because it does not agree with tho clear undeniablo evidence of 
geology, that no such flood ever took placo—it means not what it 
says, but a partial flood. That whon Jesus foretold the ond of the 
world, and that himself should come in tho clouds of heaven in power 
and great glory, to call together his followers and judge all mankind, 
and said, ‘verily I say unto you, this generation shall not pass 
away until all these things be fulfilled ;” and again, verily I say 
unto you, there are many standing here which shall not tasto of 
death till they sce tho Son of man coming in his kingdom ” (Matt. 
xxiv. 21, 85, 10, 28, xvi. 27,28; Luke xxi. 10-83)—because the fact 
remains, that Jesus did not come to judge the world in that genera- 
tion, or before the death of some then standing around him—that ho 
did not mean what he said, but something elso. We might mention 
hundreds of other passages, but let theso suffice. That there is 
figurative language in the Biblo as in our own language of every-day 
life, is patent to every reader; but theso passages aro not figurative, 
but plain literal statements, tho senso of which is also borne out by 
the wholo account, and boyond all reasonable doubt, the writers meant 
exactly what they said. As well might wo say that tho statement, 
that tho Jews camo out of Egypt, that David was ono of their kings, 
that they were carried captive to Babylon, or that Jesus was crucified 
on Mount Calvary, is figurative also. Now, wo hold that this arbitrary 
calling of literal language figurative, wheneverit suits tho convenienco 
of the reader to do so, is a most pernicious way of reading history, 
for it upsets all tho rules ‘of rational criticism,  Let'us but fairly 
apply this principle to all history, and there is not an absurdity or - 
contradiction on paper—nover was nor ever can be—but can bo 
explained to be strictly consistent with truth or the most consummate 
wisdom, MMA IMMA | 
Other modes of explaining away the many contradictions and 
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absurdities of the Bible could be mentioned ce 
mit; but wo would beg to impress upon eee a that 
for ages, hundreds of millions of people and millions of clergy havo 
been born to a belief in the Bible; that amongst these, thousands 
upon thousands of the most talented havo continually racked their 
brains to discover ingenious and plausable answers and explanations 
to the objections of the sceptic; and that in many cases there aro a 
score or more of different, but plausible, explanations of the samo 
difficulty; so that all a minister or, defender of the Bible has to 
do, is to get by rote a certain number of these, and he can without 
hesitation plausibly explain away every contradiction or absurdity in 
the book. These plausible explanations ever have, and will still, 
satisfy the unreflecting masses ; but it is the duty of every intelligent 
man to satisfy himself in each case, that the oxplanation given to him 
is a fair and logical ono, and one that does.not do violence to tho 
toxt or the context, 

It may be objected here, that it is presumptious in us to set up our 
judgment against the united wisdom of the Christian world, and the 
objection at first sight seems a strong ona; but the answer we again 
repeat is this—that the magnates and talented thousands of Christian 
countries are born to a belief in the Bible, thereby become projudiced 
in its favor, defend it, and explain away its contradictions and 
absurditics, exactly as the magnates and talented thousands of 
Mahomotan, Hindoo, Buddhist, and other countries, being born to the 
belief respectively of the Koran, Veda, Tripithaka, etc., becomo pre- 
judiced in their favor, defend them, and explain away their contra- 
dictions and absurdities. Point out any contradiction or absurdity 
you like in any of the sacred books of mankind, and its priests and 
talented admirers will give you a plausible explanation to your 
objection. The phenomena manifested by the human mind on this 
point aro alike in all countries. aaa, VERA 

Respecting the assertion that the Christian Beriptures are inspired 
—that they aro the word of God—weanswer that this is but another 
similarity in the religions of the world, and another of those 
expressions of the natural egotism of man by which he invariably 
places that which belongs to himself on the highest possible lovel, 

It is but another expression of that feeling which makes every 
man throughout the wide world assert that his religion is the purest 
and best—that the founder of his religion is the greatest and wisest 
man that ever lived on earth—the same feeling that makes all the 
ignorant and half-civilized nations throughout the earth consider that 
their country is the finest—is in the centre of the world—that they are 
God’s especial favorites—and the greatost nation on. earth. i a 
matters of religion particularly, tho analogical expression of this by ura 
egotism of mankind is apparent to the reader of history, and In A 
respect more so than in their assertions respecting their sacro 
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Scriptures—each, without exception, came from God, contains the ` 
essence of all wisdom, and is par excellence, THE BOOK OF 
BOOKS. Fora demonstration of this stutoment, seo appendix 2, under 
respective headings of Hindoo, Buddhist, Mahometan, Taouist, 
Sikh, Parsee, Sintoo and Druse scriptures. . In conclusion, we look 
upon the assertions of the votaries of each religious creed through- 
out the world rospecting the inspiration and heavenly origin of 
their sdcred books, as an expression of tho natural egotism of man- 
kind; and view such books, ono and all, simply as human 
productions consecrated and rendorod sacred by timo. 


CHAPTER VI. 

Nearly all religious founders of ancient times asserted by their respective 
© followers to have been divine incarnations and miraculously conceived by 
~. virgin mothers—Instances adduced from universal historv —Jesus— 

Buddha, founder of Buddhism—Menu, the great Hindoo legislator— 
Laou-tse, founder of Tacism—Confucius, founder of Confucianism— 

, Simmoo, founder of Sintooism—Nanak, foundor of Sikhism— Zoroaster, 
founder of Parsecism—Wakim and Hamza, founders of Druscism— 
Mahomet, founder of’ Muhometanism—<All other famous persons of 

: ancient times, and in barbarous countries of modern times, miraculously 

: conceived—Instances adduced—Plato, the great philosopher—Pythagoras 
—Alexander the Great—Seleucus, emperor of Syria—Romulus, founder 

|. of Rome—Servius Tullius, king of Rome—Augustus Cxsar—Genghis 
: Khan—Mexitli, a. famous Mexican—Mencius, tho Chinese Plato— 
7 Pau-tse, a famous woman of China—Slain-nung, a famous king of China 
. s—Tho founder of the Mantchoo dynasty of China—Yaou, a great king of 
China—Ta-yu, a great king of China—Vyasa, compiler of the Hindoo 

_ -~ Vedas—Ad'eswara, founder. of the Jain sect—Krishna, founder of a 
` ‘sect—Moroba, founder of a sect—Hanuman, founder of a sect—Kabir, 

‘founder of a sect—Sampsoun—Samucl—John tho Baptist—The Virgin 

t ji: Mary—Another class of miraculous conceptions, viz., incarnations of tho 

£ © Devil—Instances adduced—Mohomet—Antichrist-—Luther. 


We shall now turn to another fonturo—to another class of traditional 
-analogies in the history of religious founders, but which is strictly 
* belonging to their miraculous ‘history.. In the history of nearly all 
+ religious founders we find it related 5 = .- ; MEAN < 
5 14. That they were born.of pure, unspotted virgins, and were 
-of divine paternity, isle ga cir ovi bar os Sg 
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- 2. That the order of nature was susnended | 
wonders took place at their birth, pe and supernatural 


8. That their future qreatnes predi ; l 
during their A tu 9 ess was predicted before birth or 
4. That they were precocious to an astonishin 
ending by instructing their schoolmasters, : 9 degree—generally 

5. That they were of unequalled beauty of person. 

' 6. That they were of unparalelled wisdom, . goodness, and 
greatness. - . eoo ki 
1. That they were of royal descent... MA 

8. That great convulsions of nature and other astonishing 
events occurred at their death. 

9. That their relics after death were possessed of miraculous 
powers. 

We think that a consideration of the several points or features 
hero enumerated, are collectively so important, that we shall give a 
number of short extracts and references in support of our general 
statement. 

The principal religious systems extant are eleven in number, 
namely, Christianity, Buddhism, Hindooism, Mahometanism, Taou- 
ism, Confucianism, Judaism, Sintooism, Sikhism, Parseeism, and 
Druseism ; and as our object is to illustrate the real and legendary 
history of Jesus, by the history of the founders of theso systems, 
who hold a parrallel place in the annals of the world, we shall: first 
mention what is said of him, and then what is said of them. : 

1. Analogy.—All religious founders miraculously conceived. 

It is related of Jesus, that his mother being betrothed, but 
while yet a virgin,’conceived him of the Holy Ghost (one form or 
manifestation of the Supreme Being), that when the signs of 
maternity grew upon her, Joseph her betrothed, thinking she had 
been unfaithful to him, was about to put her away, when an angel 
appeared in a dream, and informod him of the miraculous cause; and 
the narrative concludes, by affirming that Joseph knew not his wife 
till she brought forth her first-born son.— Matthew i, 18-25 ; Luke 
i. 26-86. NA ce 

- Buddha, founder of Buddhism, according to the most numerous 
Buddhist authorities, was born in India, about 1,000 years before the 
Christian era. In the sacred books of the Buddhists, it is stated, 
and throughout the Buddhist world believed, that he was born of a 
virgin, and was of divine paternity. An authority before us says— 
u Klaproth, in his Asia Polyglota, has given a life of Buddha, 
. from the Mogul historians, of which the following is an abstract :— 
. Īn tho kingdom. of : Maghada, in Western Behar, there flourished tho 
family of Chakia, of which tho king himself was a member. T 8 
queen of this powerful sovereign was Maha-maya, who, waite y b 
virgin, conceived by the divine influence, and ‘bore a::s0n,"s 
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Westminster Review, Jan., 1880; art. History and Doctrine of - 
Buddhism. 

. The Abbo Huc speaking of the Buddhist belicf, respecting 
the divine incarnation of Buddha, savs—''His mother was married to 
the emperor of Maghada, in Southern Bahar, and whilo as yet, tho 
marriage was not consummated, and his mother still a virgin, sho 
conceived, by divine influence, and brought a son into tho world, 
after she had borno him in the womb three hundred davs.'— Huc's 
Chinese Empire, vol. ii. p. 187. 

Another authority says that the queen dreamed a deity opened 
her side and entered into it. Sho related her dream to the king, who 
thereupon called sixty-four interpreters of dreams of the highest 
order to interpret the dream. When they had heard the dream, 
they told tho king that tho queen had conceived and would bear a 
male child, who would cither obtain dominion and rule over tho 
world as a temporal king, or become Boodh (a supremo divinity). 
u Thus they gave the interpretation of the droam,” It is further 
‘related that a number of astonishing wonders and supernatural events. 
occurred at the moment of his conception.— From tho lifo of 
Gotama (Buddha), entitled Mala-len-ga-ra-wottoo, translated from 
the Burmese, by Rev. Chester Bennet, and given in the journal of 
the American Oriental Society, vol. iii. 

For more evidence respecting the divine incarnation of Buddha, 
seo Upham's Sacred and Historical Books of Ceylon, vol. iii. 
p. 44; Sirr's Ceylon and the Cingalese, vol. ii. p. 64; Asiatic 
Journal, vol. xxii. p. 640. 

Menu, tho great prophet and legislator of the Hindoos, was born 
in India, probably about 1200 ycars before the Christian era. Tho 
Hindoos teach that he was miraculously conceived, and ho is 
generally termed in Hindoo literature, '' Son of tho Self-Existent.” 
Woe have not in this case an authority at hand, but tho reader of 
oriental history will be quite familiar with the fact, that the Hindoos 
universally teach that he was an incarnation of tho Deity. Father 
Bangormano also says, tho Hindoos believe that his mother was the 
daughter of a Nat or angel, and a famous hermit or religious 
recluse.—Burmese Empire, p. 172. 

The Tacists teach that Laou-tze, or Laou-tan, their founder, has 
appeared at least twico upon earth as a divino incarnation. An 
authority before us savs—'' His fabulous incarnation is as follows : 
—The venerable princo existed before the creation, but was incarnate 
in the time of Yang-kea, of tho Shang dynasty, n.c. 1407, when from 
the regions of great purity and eternal reason, a subtle fluid 
descended from tho superior principle of nature (God), and was 
transformed into a yellow substance about tho sizo of a pill, which 
rolling into tho mouth of a pearly damsel while she was asloep, 
caused her to conceive. The child was not born till oighty-one 
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, years afterwards, and on bis appearance, was A o 

called Laou-tzo, the ‘venerable one,’ "The Brey hended, and a 
this wonderful individual was in the porson of Laot-tan who wo 

visited by Confucius, 8.0. 500."—Aartin's China, vol. i 60 s 
seo also Gutzlaff’s Voyages to China, p. 897; : Huds Chineas 
Empire, vol. ii. p. 178; Chinese Repository, vol. xx, p. 196 

Confucius, the great Chinese sago, and founder of Confucianism 
was born in China, 551 years before the Christian era, He is said 
to havo been miraculously conceived, An authority before us says— 
U Concerning this prince of philosophers. the Chinese. have -propo- 
gated tho following legendary tale:—His mother walking in a 
solitary place, was impregnated by the vivifying influence of tho 
heavens, the babe thus produced, spoke and reasoned as soon as it 
was born.” —Encyclopedia Britanica, art. Mithology. 

_Simmoo, the great legislator of the Japanese, and founder of 
Bintooism, born about 600 years before the Christian era, was of 
divino origin. A god “ married a mortal wifo, and left a mortal son 
upon earth,” which son was Simmoo.—Oliphant's Narrative of 
Elgin’s Mission, vol. ii. p. 80. MAN 

Nanak, founder of Sikhism, was born in India, in the year 1468. 
The Sikhs teach that he was an incarnation of the Diety. The 
following story relates the particular mode of his miraculous concep- 
tion. . His earthly father's name was Kulloo. ‘For a long timo 
after his marriage, Kulloo had no children, and became a fukeer or 
religious mendicant. It so happened that one day another fukeer 
came to Kulloo's hut, and partook of some food. Kulloo no doubt 
told his story to his guest, for no sooner had the latter finished his 
meal, than he ordered the fragments to be. carried to Kulloo’s wife, 
who, he said, would conceive, and her son be a great man. After 
sho had ato of the food, the fukeer’s prophecy was fulfilled,'— 
Macgregor's History of the Sikhs, vol. i. p. 82. . 

Zoroaster, the great prophet of the Parsees and founder of Parses- 
ism, was born in Persia, probably about 1,500 years B.o. The | 
Parsees hold it as a fundamental dogma that he was miraculously . 
conceived. Mr. Wilson in his account of the Parsee religion (p. 65) 
says, f Thoy tell us that an angel was sent to his father, who per- - 
suaded him to drink a glass of wine, and that his wife soon 
afterwards conceived and bore a son.” : 

Hakim and Hamza, founders of the Druses, were born—the 
former in Egypt, the latter in Persia—about tho year 1000 of tho 
Christian era, The Druses teach that Hakim was an incarnation of 
tho Deity, and that Hamza was also miraculously conceived; that 
God has at various times become incarnate, and appeared upon 
earth in the human form ; and, lastly, manifested himself to mankind 
in tho person of Hakim; that Hamza has cach of tho nine times 
become incarnate and accompanied the divine manifestation as his 
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-prophet or announcer to proclaim him to tho world.— Churchill's 
Mount Lebanon, vol.i.p.44; Earl of Carnarvon on the Druses, 
p. 68; Encyclopedia Britanica, art. Druses. 
Mahomet, founder of Mahomotanism, was born in Arabia in tho 
‘year 670 of the Christian cra. Tho lending doctrine taught by him 
was the unity of God, and he declaimed emphatically against tho 
doctrine of incarnations of the Doity. ‘God is one, the Eternal 
God ; he begettetli not, neither is he begotten. . . They 
are, verily, i infidels who say God is Christ, the son of Mary. 
Christ the son of Mary, was no more than an 
apostle. . . Tho Jews say Ezra is the son of God, and 
the Christians say Christ is the son of God. . A . 
May God resist them; how are they infatuated. ' ‘They take their 
priests and their monks for their Lords beside God. . 
Do not call yourselves by my name as the Christians after tho son 
of Mary, you become thus idolaters of the prophet. . . 
Set not up any other God as equal unto God, lest thou be cast into 
hell, reproved and rejected.” — Koran, chaps. 5, 9, 17, 22, 112. 
The doctrine of tho oneness of God being then the leading 
principlo taught by Mahomet, his followers could not, without 
-stultifying the faith with a gross inconsistency, assert that ho was an 
incarnation of the Deity. But, although they wero precluded by tho 
circumstances of tho case from giving him a divine paternity, yet 
they could, and do, most solemnly affirm, that his conception, 
according to the established laws of nature, was attended with extra- 
ordinary and miraculous events. Wo shall givo one quotation refer- 
ring to the nature of tho events, as collected from the authorized 
biographies of Mahomet. 
. ff When God wished to manifest himself, he formed the light of 
Mahommed a hundred thousand years before the creation. 
The light of Mahommed was given to man, 
‘and beamed forth from tho forchead of Adam. It descended from 
generation to generation through a favored chain, and at last shone 
in the brow of Abdallah (Mahomet's father), At times a brilliant 
‘lustre encircled overything around him; the earth saluted him as 
-the light of Mahommed at his approach, "tho withered trees revived 
and again drooped as ho departed ; the idol demons entreated him 
not to come too near and precipitate their destruction; and his 
‘father, Abdal Mutallib, prophesied, saying, ‘Hail! Abdallah, from 
thy loins shall be begotten the lord of the prophets’ . 
Then follows the transfer of this light to Amina, Mahommed's 
mother. The night of Malommed's conception was marked by 
prodigies in heaven and in carth; 200 damsels of the Koriesh 
(Mahomet’s tribe), died of envy; tho din of the angela’ joy was beard 
-even on earth; Gabriel affixed a green crescent to tho Caaba,”’ ete.— 
: Calcutta Review, vol. 17, art. Biographies of Mahommed for India. 
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Such are the relations wo have’ collected from a limited reading, 
respecting tho miraculous conceptions of the founders of the extant 
religions of the world. As we before remarked, they are eleven in 
number; and here are statements collected from the sacred traditions 
of the different faiths, that nine out of the eleven wero miraculously 
. conceived, and ‘that extraordinary events at least attended the 
conception of one of tho other two, And most unquestionably this 
is another forcible illustration of that law, that even in matters of 
faith like circumstances produce like results. The venerated founder 
of each religion has been gradually deified by his followers, and in 
courso of timo a story has arisen ascribing to him divine parentage, 
which story has been accepted unquestioned as a sacred truth by those 
ardent and venerant votaries, who, with favourable preinclinations, 
love to believe it true; and it must be remembered that these are no 
idle tales which command only a partial belief of tho faithful of each 
creed. For instance, the miraculous conception of Buddha is as 
fundamental a doctrine of the Buddhist faith, as tho miraculous 
conception of Jesus Christ is that of the Christian faith; and the 
Buddhists universally believe the divine incarnation of Buddha to bo 
a fact, with as undoubting a faith as that which the Christian 
l exercises, who believes the divine incarnation of Jesus Christ to bo 
a fact-—and the samo may be said of the Parsees, Sintooists, Sikhs, 
hers. L 
META shall now give a number of short quotations collected from 
history, as collateral and corroborative testimony to the correctness 
of our foregoing remarks; from which it will be seen that in a par 8 
of tho world, mankind in the past have not only ascribed mirava ous 
conceptions to religious founders, but also to nearly all extraor inary 
i famous in the world; such as 
men, who in after ages have become i mneh m 
. great philosophers, great kings, great generals, founders of dynasties, 
t the “Divine Philosopher,” was miraculously, conceived. 
Diogenes Laertius speaking of him, says—‘ Spousppus I i oe hese 
pich is ontitlod ths Daere een d matha second book of his 
in his Panegyric on Plato, an , 
History of Pritosophers, says that the report at Athens jas that 
Porietiono pitos moe ra tarani did not succeed ; and 
ndeavored to vio f, aD a 
Ghat pġ ho had desisted from his violence, me tai vision of 
Apollo in a dream, in consequence of whic h r renes Laertius 
approaching his wife till after her confinemen v '— Diogenes Laer 
Life of Plato, chap. i. i usly conceived. 
Eagle, e ill orit 
ith, in his sketch of the life of Pythagoras, says—~" An, h 
Dr. Smith n of the most absurd fictions took their rise—suc 
as that Apollo was his father, that his person gleamed with a’ super 
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natural brightness,” ete.— Smith's Greek and Roman Biography, 
art. Pythagoras. 

Alexander the Great was miraculously conceived. The account 
will be found in Plutarch, who adds—‘‘ According to Brastosthenes, 
Olimpias (Alexander’s mother), when sho conducted Alexander on 
his way in his first expedition, privately discovered to him tho secret 
of his birth, and exhorted him to behave with a dignity suitable to 
his divine oxtraction.— _Langhorne’s Plutarch [Life of Alexander). 

Justin, in his History of the World, book 16, chap. iv. rolates 
the story of the miraculous conception of Beleucus, one of the 
gonerals and successors of Alexander tho Great. Tho details of the 
story are scarcely suitable for these pages, but the curious reader, 
if inclined, can consult the account for himself. 

Romulus, the founder of Rome, was miraculously conceived. 
Plutarch, accepting tho popular tradition respecting him with caution, 
gays that some people afirm “ that Emelia, the daughter of Eneas 
and Lavinia, had him by Mars."—Life of Romulus. 

. It is also related in several of the ancients, that Servius Tullus, 
king of Romo, was miraculously conceived, by a captive attendant 
of Tanquil, the queen. The following is Ovid's version of the story: 
—‘ Vulcan was the father of Tullus, Oerisia was his mother, 8 
woman of Corniculum, remarkable for her beauty. Her Tanquil 
having duly performed tho sacred rites, ordered in company with 
herself to pour the wine on tho decorated altar. Here among tho 
ashes, either was, or seemed to be, a form of obscene shape, but 
such it really was. Being ordered so to do, the captive submits to 
its embraces; conceived by her, Servius has the origin of his birth 
from heaven.” — Ovid's Fasti, vi. 625 ; see also, Pliny’s Natural 
History, book 86, chap. xxvii. : 

Augustus Cæsar was miraculously conecived.—Seutonius’ Life of 
Cesar, chap. 94, 

Genghis Khan, tho great conqueror, was miraculously conceived. 
One authority, speaking of tho Nogai Tartars, says—‘* According to 
one of their traditions, Genghis Khan was born among them of a 
virgin, by a sunbeam, without tho intercourse of man.”—ZZaxthau- 
sen’s Russian Empire, vol. ii. p. 91. 

Mezitli, a great leader of the Mexicans, and who, in later times, 
was deified as their war god, was miraculously conceived. McCullok, 
in his Aboriginal History of America, p. 288, relates the story as 
follows :—‘ Huitzilipoctli, or Mexitli, was the god of war, the deity 
most honored by the Moxicans, and was considered their chief pro- 
tector. His origin is thus described :—Thero lived in Coatepec, a 
place near the ancient city of Tula, a woman called Coatlicue, who 
was extremely devoted to the service of the gods. Ono day, accord- 
ing to her custom, as she was walking in tho temple, she beheld 
descending in tho air a ball made of various feathers; she seized it, 
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and placed it in her bosom, intendin 
with the feathers ; but, on uel iniedi sj 
great surprise, it was not to be found, and her, wonder way much 
increased, when she perceived from that moment she was pre ant,” 
Mexitli was the product of this remarkable conception wie A after 
7 kr li tat the plete of the Mexicans, conducted them 
eir mage, and al 
n Mexico viċi alberta built Aa a Shane Bee 
encius, the great Chinese philosopher, frequent 

Europeans the Chinese Plato, a maas e A bi 
virgin.—ackay’'s Progress of the Intellect, vol. ii. p. 850. 

P au-tze, who, according to the Chinese, was one of the four most 
beautiful women that ever lived, was miraculously conceived. ‘Tho 
account is as follows :—‘ A servant maid going to open the drawer, 
saw two tortoises, felt a movement, conceived, and in due time gavo 
birth to Pau-tze, who =. . was one of the four benuties,' 
— Gutzlaff’s Chinese History. — 

Slain-nung, called the husbandman, who first taught mon agricul- 
ture, was miraculously conceived. Our authority says—‘ His 
mother was a virgin, and was travelling along a road; she placed hor 
foot upon a step in the path, felt a movement in hor body, and con- 
ccived. A son was born to her in due time, rr a ee 
When ho was grown up, he taught men to cultivate the ground, and 
sow the five sorts of grain,” ete.—Gutzlaff's Chinese History. 

Tho founder of the Imperial family, from whom sprung tho 
Mantchoo dynasty of China, was miraculously conceived, through 
his mother eating a cherry, which a sacred bird had dropped on her 
clothes whilo bathing. When born he could immediately speak.— 
Gutzlaff’s Chinese History, vol. ii. p. 2. 

Yaou, one of the early famous kings of China, was miraculously 
conceived. Our authority says—‘ Yaou began to reign in 2887 
B.o. He was then very young, but his heart was penetrated by a 
benevolence os extensive as heaven; in prudence he equalled tho 
most; tho lustre of his intelligence shone like the sun in his glory; 
like the rain which descends from the clouds and fertilizes tho 
— country, his blessings were spread over the whole nation: all was 
simplicity, all was sincerity. His mother observed a red dragon, 
and. was delivered of him after fourteen months’ prognancy.”— 

Gutzlaff’s Chinese History, vol. i, p. 126. L S 

Ta-yu, or the great Yu, another famous king of China, who died 
9198 B.o., was miraculously conceived. Mr. Gutzlaff says—‘‘ Ta-yu 
died after a reign of seven years. His name will always rank high 
in the pages of Chinese history; nor deserves such a prince to bo 
forgotten in tho annals of nations, + + > His birth, 
like that of every Chineso hero, was miraculous. His mother 
‘saw a shooting star, and droamt that she swallowed some pearl 
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barley at themoment sho conceived.” — Chinese History, vol. i.p. 189. 
Vyasa, the compiler of the Vedas, tho oldest sacred books of tho 
Hindoos, who was born probably about 1500 years B.C., was 
miraculously conceived. Thomson, in tho index of proper names 
appended to his translation of tho Bhagavad-Gita, speaking of 
Vyasa, remarks—' It is tho plan of tho Purianic period to multiply 
or systemize all that tradition has handed down from tho preceding 
periods, and accordingly wo find mention mado of twenty-cight 
Vyasas, who are incarnations of Brahma, and descend to earth at 
various periods to arrango and promulgate tho Vedas. Tho Vyasa 
in question was of these incarnations the last and most celebrated.” 
Ad-eswara, founder of the Jain sect of Buddhists, and author of 
their principal sacred book, was miraculously conceived,— Dubois' 
People of India, p. 668. l 
Krishna, the most celebrated hero of Indian historv, and who is 
now extensively worshipped in India, was miraculously conceived,.— 
Index of proper names affixed to Thompson's Bhagavad-Gita. 
Moroba, a deified religious mendicant, and who is now extensively 
worshipped in India, was miraculously conceived. .Qur authority 
says—‘ E'or Siragee had established the Mahratta empiro, there 
lived in the village of Poona a humblo, but virtuous couple, whose 
only possession was resignation. Their utmost exertions during a 
long life had been insuflicient to insuro their declining years from 
tho attacks of poverty, and their happiness was otherwise incomplete 
from the want of children. These circumstances bore upon them ' 
tho more severely as their piety had been sincere: they had been 
zealous votaries of Gunputteo, and had never failed in paying tho 
most trifling attention which was due to tho god. At last their 
persoverance propitiated Gunputteo, and tho husband was promised 
in a dream a malo child. In return the old man gratefully vowed to 
dedicate the child to the god, should he havo tho happiness to havo 
his wishes fulfilled. It excited somo wonder when his aged wifo 
became pregnant, and in duo courso of time presented hor lord with 
a'fino boy. The child was named Moroba, a namo of Gunputteo, 
in honor of the god.” Tho account goes on to relato that Moroba 
grew up to bo a very holy man, and that, ‘conscious of the incarna- 
tion of the divinity in his own person, he performed numerous 
miraclos, which spread his famo to the remotest part of India.'— 
Translations of the Literary Society of Bombay, vol. iii. art.—An 
account of tho origin of the living god at tho village of Chinchore, 
near Poona. 
Hanuman, another deified man, and who is now extensively wor- 
shipped in India, was miraculously conceived. Our authority says— 
“It is related that.a married Brahmany, named Angeri, being - 
childless, had piously porformed divers acts leading to fecundity: 
such as supplication and sacrifice, etc., cte., . i . and 
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had by these powerful moans so exhorted the favor of tho generative 
deity, Rudra, that ho promised her an incomparable offspring, and 
— directed her to fix her eyes in profound attention on the sun, holding 
upward the palms of her hands (in the posture of suppliant 
expectancy, called ‘angli’), and to eat directly of any substance that 
might, heaven-directed, fall therein—calling on his name.” Tho 
account goes on to say that a kite flew over with a cake and let it 
fall into her hand. “* She ate it, as ordered, and became pregnant, 
and in due season was delivered of a son. This child was 
Hanuman.” —Moor's Hindoo Pantheon, p. 816, 

Kabir, founder of the Kabir Panthis, another sect of Hindoos, 
was miraculously conceived, Our authority says—* Tho origin of 
the founder of this sect is variously narrated, although in the main 
points the traditions are agreed. The story told in the Bhakta 
Mala is that ho was the son of a virgin widow of a Brahmin, whose 
father was a follower of Ramanand (another founder of a sect). At 
his daughter's frequent request, he took her to see Ramanand, and 
that teacher, without adverting to her situation, saluted her with tho 
benediction ho thought acceptable to all women, and wished. her tho 
conception of a son, His words could not be recalled, and tho, 
young widow, in order to conceal the disgrace thus inflicted on hor, 
contrived to be privately delivered, and exposed the child. It was 
found by a weaver and his wife, an ah a ka as their own.'— 

'8 Religion of the Hindus, vol. i. p. 70. : : 
pects ti John the Baptist, three renowned a of 
Jewish history, although it is not stated that they wero ea ions 
of tho Deity, yet, according to the relation, they wore conceived in a 

i manner, 
pee mother was barren, and an angel appena s her pi 
aar DanS wan ud mite tis DOAN Of atu kon 
extraordinary man and initiate tho de Stiles okat l 
bondage, “Ti piema ġa t me nil makes it appear, as 
Tompe, an relying ra rd rest ti ra amongst all nations 
in most of the cases of miraculous concep ji an g: ha Doni 
that the favor was granted. as a reward of the piety H eag 

“ fanoah, a person of such great vir 
ey oe had hi ete b nida a without dispute tho principal 
thot he ia ien ifo celebrated for her beauty, 
Dereon Of Hs couri L ae aries. He had no children, 
tad cxeelloney enone oe bf son he entreated God to give 
and being uneasy at his want of posterity, Now 

g i bodies to succeed them, . >» W, 
them seed of their own ition was seen by her ‘it 
when his wife was once alone, an apparitio Be iia 
was an angel of God, and rosemblal a jen hould have a son 
ht her the good news, that she 8 : l 
tall, qad bronglu te ld be a goodly child, of great 
born by God’s providence, that shou i . Falani. 
strength,” ko--Antiguities of the Jens, book v. chap. 
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Samuel's mother was barren, and she prayed unto God for a son, 
and vowed that should her wish bo granted she would devote him to 
his service. The account goes on to say that God granted her 
praycr, that sho kept hor vow, and that Samuel, her son, became a 
great prophet, and the principal religious and political man of the 
country.—-1 Samuel i. 17, 

John the Baptist’s mother was barren, and both she and Zacharias, 
her husband, were well stricken in years; they were very pious 
people, « walking i in all the commandments and ordinances of God 
blameless.” At one time, when Zacharias was in the templo, an 
angel appeared, and informed him that his wife should bear a son, 
who would become a great man. Zacharias replied to the angel 
that he could not believe it, seeing that both himself and his wifo 
were 80 old; but the angel affirmed that the prediction should como 

_true, and as an evidence, that Zacharias should become and remain 
dumb until tho child was born, which accordingly came to pass,.— 
Luke i. 

The last particular miraculous conception which wo shall notice is 
that of tho Virgin Mary. Tho following is the story as given in tho 
Gospel of Mary :—'' Her (Mary’s) father's name was Joachim, and 
her mother’s Anna. e Their lives were plain and 
right in tho sight of tho Lord, pious and faultless before men, for - 
they divided all their substanco in threo parts: ono of which they 
devoted to tho templo and officers of the temple; another they 
distributed among strangers, and persons in poor circumstances ; 
and the third they reserved for themselves and the uses of their own 
family. In this manner they lived for about twenty years chastely, 
in the favor of God, and the esteem of men, without any children; 
but they vowed, if God should favor them with any issue, they 
would devote it to the servico of the Lord; on which account they 
went at every feast in tho year to the temple of the Lord.” At 
length an angel appeared to Joachim and Anna, and informed them 
that their prayers wero heard, that they should have a daughter, who 
should be an extraordinary individual, and while yet a virgin bring 
forth a son, to be the saviour of the world. The promised child was 
born accordingly shortly afterwards, and named Mary. 

Tho doctrino of tho miraculous conception of Mary has for many 
years been tho subject of controversy in tho Christian Church. An 
authority before us,. referring to it, savs—'' In support of this 
doctrine more perhaps has been written than upon any other point of 
ecclesiastical controversy. . . Ono author, Peter 
D'Alvia, has published forty-eight folios on tho mysteries of tho 
conception.’ — Brady's Clavis, vol. ii. p. 816. 

Another writer in referring to it savs—'' Conception (Immaculate), 
a doctrino maintained both in the Romish and Greek churches, that 
tho Virgin Mary was conccived in the womb of her mothor without 
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the slightest stain of sin, and in t ity in whi 
Christ was conceived in her wombs i stato of purity a which 
caption of Trent, in its decree on original sin, declared that the con- 

n 4 state of sin, does not include the Virgin 
Mary.” And, finally, in the year “1854, Pious IX., the present 
Pope, declared this tenet to be henceforth an article of faith, bind- 
ing upon tho consciences of all faithful Romanists, and which dare 
not to be disbelieved or denied under pain of final condemnation.” 
—Faiths of the World, srt. Conception Immaculate, 

Such ure tho particular relations which we have collected from a 
very limited scarch amongst universal history, respecting divine in- ` 
carnations and miraculous conceptions. We read the story of 
the miraculous conception of Jesus, Sampson, Samuel, John tho 
Baptist, and one or two other renowned men, and roflecting on the 
tendency of mankind in general, to relate extraordinary things of - 
those they admire, the question naturally arose—Was it not the 
work of an after age to ascribe to these prominent actors an extra- 
ordinary origin which they themselves nover heard of ? We felt con- 
vinced that it was, and reasoned thus:—If our theory is correct, 
there will be found scattered through history, accounts of the mir- 
aculous origin of most of the men who have become famous in the 
world—as conquerors, founders of dynasties, founders of religions, ' 
philosophers, eminent religious teachers, etc.—in tho lives of such 
men as Alexander, Romulus, Cesar, Genghis Khan, Attila, Tamer- 
lane, Zoroaster, Moses, Buddha, Confucius, Mahomet, Homer, 
Socrates, Plato, Pythagoras, and others; and as far as opportunity 
has allowed our search, tho truth of the theory has been emphati- 
cally demonstrated ; in fact, it appears from history, that so common 
has been the ascription of a miraculous origin to great men who 
havo lived in tho long past, as to have been almost universal, 

Justin Martyr, in his appeal for the toleration of Christianity, ad- 
dressed to'Adrian and Antoninus, the Roman emperors, in the year 
141, referring to the then oxisting belief of tho Pagans, respecting 
their famous men of ancient times, says—‘ By declaring . 
our master, Jesus Christ, to be born of a virgin without any human 
mixture. . .  . We say no more in this than what you 
say of those whom you style tho Sons of Jove,” —Quoted from 
Justin's Apology, in Thylor's Diegesis, p. 816. ° 

Further, tho reader of ancient history is aware, that so many of 
tho eminent men of the ancient world havo been deified, and their 
real history disfigured by accounts of divine origin and superhuman 
exploits, as almost in these later times to placo them out of the 
character of real existencies, into that of tho mythological; snd this i 
is not only the case with respect to the lamous men ol í 
Egypt, Greceo, Romo, etc., but particularly of India and China, Ta 
India they call an incarnation of the Deity an Avator; and their 
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histories are full of accounts respecting them. . Mr. Moor, in his 
„Hindu Pantheon, p: 402, remarks—* A learned Pandit, discoursing 
on the history of Jesus Christ, observed to mo, that the English were a 
‘new peoplo, and hitherto, perhaps, had in our confined records, a his- 
tory of but one- Avatara ; whereas tho Hindus, from their antiquity, 
and from the profundity of their sacred historical books, had an 
` account of a great many that took placo in remoto parts, as well as 
in India ; and that very likely, if tho Puranas were closely examined, 
tho incarnation of our Saviour would.bo found recorded in them.” 
Another writer thus refers to tho univorsality of the ascription of 
miraculous conceptions to great men in China :—‘ It followed from 
these propossessions that tho great prophets, Confucius and 
Mencius, must both have beon miraculously born of virgins. It 
was even laid down that all saints and sages callod Tien-tso, or Sons 
of Heaven, are without mortal fathers, and so called becauso their 
mothers conceived them by tho operation of Heaven. There is a 
whole volume in the Chinese annals called births of the saints, fillod 
with accounts of great men and kings born miraculously. Tho 
virgin mothers of antiquity bear appropriately significant names, as 
* Expected Beauty,’ ‘Puro Virgin,’ ‘ Universal Felicity,’ ' Great 
Fidelity.’ "—Machay's Progress of the Intellect, vol. ii. p. 850. 
7, We should rather havo avoided dealing with this subject, a con- 
sideration of which must from its naturo bo unpopular, but had we 
dono so we should have been unfaithful to history. He who would 
attempt to explain the character of Jesus and defino his real historical 
position should deal with: his character in overy important aspect, 
and this is a most important ono; in fact, the real point in question 
is whether Jesus was God.or man—whether the Christians, like 
the Bhuddists, Tacists, Sintooists, and others, have merely deified 
the man who founded their faith, and now worship him as God—or, 
whether he was God in reality from tho beginning. For if Jesus, 
like, them, was only a frail man, similar to ourselves, tho sooner. that 
mankind.conso.to.pay him the honors which can-be only duo to a 
Supreme Being of infinite attributes tho better. Wo seo in tho 
relation of the divino incarnation of Jesus but one story of a class 
—a story exactly similar to hundreds.of others that have arison in 
other countries under similar. conditions; and the presumption is 
strong upon our mind that it, like them, is utterly fictitious, and 
consequently unworthy the belief: of mankind. The origination of 
this belief in miraculous conceptions is particularly seon in tho caso 
of the Virgin Mary. Sho was first esteemed as a woman, simply 
‘because sho was the mother of Jesus; sho then gradually, in tho 
course of ages, rose in the estimation of the Christian world, until at 
-length sho was deified, styled the “ Mother of God” and worshipped; 
andin accordance with tho natural modo of procedure in nearly all the 
religious systems throughout tho world, a miraculous conception 
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was added to hor-historv, and m ho faith: ik 

by no means tmprobabla. that if i A b) : Ti on ne da 
that veneration for the porson of Jesus should still merous tray 
principle of deification may be carried farther, and ae 
conception of his grandmother may yet be made a tenet of tho faith, 
binding upon the consciences of the faithful, under pain of eternal 
condemnation. . But we do not believe that this delusion will 
increase, for appearances—thé signs of the times—aro emphaticall 
against it; rationalism is spreading with giant strides, and already 
more than ono hundred million Protestants totally disbelieve ; and 
many millions in Catholic countries are beginning to doubt in oven 
the miraculous conception of the so-called € Mother of God” herself; 
and wo are firm in the faith, that this rationalistic criticism cannot 
be stayod, but that it will swaep away the belief in all miraculous 
conceptions whatever, including that of Jesus itself; and wo repeat, 
that if it is only a venerated delusion, the sooner that it is 
exploded the better—for a belief in error of any kind, no matter how 
sacred, can never advance, but must retard tho best interests of man. 
We aro aware that it is objected by some well-intentioned and good 
men, that in dealing with this subject, we are treading with unhal- 
lowed feet upon holy ground. Matthew Henry, in his Comments on 
the first chapter of Matthew, speaking the sentiments of this class 
of men, says—‘ The mystery of Christ’s incarnation is to bo adored, 
not pried into.” But this is a most pernicious doctrino—univer- 
sally apply tho principle, and Buddha, and all other incarnate gods 
throughout the world, must still be adored by their respective 
votaries. Nothing that a man can believe is too sacred for inves- 
tigation; everything that a man does believe should be investigated: 
If a thing is eternally true, examination cannot prove it falso, but 
must in the nature of things, make the truth more apparont in ox- 
amination ; error only suffers, and it should suffer, but truth never ' 
ean; for, in the words of our motto, “Truth is immortal 
and shall Live; Error is mortal and shall dic.” 


Wo may remark, before leaving the present subject, that thore is 
another class of incarnations spoken of in history—we refer to incar- 
nations of tho devil. Upon the same principle that the admirors of 
famous men have ascribed to them a puro maternity and divine 
paternity, so they have ascribed to other famous men whom they 
havo looked upon with prejudice, dislike, or abhorrence, an infamous 


maternity, and diabolical paternity. ` , 
' Tho joes and ancient Christian fathers taught that tho deified 


men of tho heathen world were cithor devils incarnate, or begotten 
by Satan, the arch-devil. We have seen it somewhere related that 
many Christians have taught that Mahomet was begotten by the 


devil. 
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It has also been held by many Christians, that the man who is to 
appear as Antichrist will ba born of an infamous female begotten by 
tho devil. St, Alphonsus Liguori, in his Dissertation on a Future 
State, says—** A cortain little book on Antichrist is circulated under 
the name of St. Augustine.: In this work it is stated that Antichrist 
shall:be born of a virgin by the operation of the devil.” ' But the 
general opinion, as might be expected, appoars to be against the idea 
of his mother being so respectable a person as a virgin; and Liguori 
adds—' St. Hypolytas, St. Ephram of Syria, St. John of Dama- 
sceno; say that Antichrist will be born of an uumarried woman of 
infamous charactor.” © b. SSA PE She ess 
~ And, lastly, tho: Catholics have asserted that: Luther, tho gront 
arch-heretic, was begotten by tho devil. Bayle, in his Dictionary 
of Biography, referring to the Catholics, says—“ They have dared 
to publish that an incubus begat him. Father Maimbourg has been 
so equitable as to. reject this ridiculous story... He was born, says 
he, at Isleben, in the county of Mansfield, in the year 1488, not of 
an incubus, as some, to render him more odious, havo written, 
` without any appearance of truth, but as other men are born—a 
thing nevor called in quostion till he became an Horesiarch, which 
he might easily be without any need of substituting a devil in the 
place of his father, John Luder, or disgracing his mother, Margarite 
Linderman, by so infamous a birth.”—— Bayles Dictionary, ort. 
Life of Luther, `- a 


t Ea 


ie B 
E iius 


St ee ta E 
A ets 


tsen o CHAPTER VII 884 
‘Assorted by the votaries of each religion that miraculous events attended tho 


birth of their founder—Instances adduced from history—Jesus—Buddha 
|.) —Mahomet—Qonfucitis—Zoronster— Nanak—Chaitanvra—Mehdi. $ 


Witu respect to the miraculous occurrences at the birth of Jesus, 
it is-related in Luke that an angel appeared to some shepherds who 
were keeping their flocks in the country, and informed them that ho 
brought good tidings of great joy, for that a saviour was born; that 
- the: shepherds, belioving the announcement, left their flocks, went 
and saw the child; and that the angel who informed the shopherds 
was accompanied with “a multitude of the. heavenly host praising 
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God, and saying, Glo + the hi 
sa SU ie te atent mt at pae 
n Matthew it i ORME Se Re ibqa of 
in their me WA t 5 related that some wise men ‘having: seen a star 
Ming ao country, and knowing that it indicated the birth: of a 
them as a guide, and finally poitied vat "hat pho ee pant boforo 
yhom they immediately worshipped and Presento wane skild; 
Matthew ii 1-11, O appo and prosontod with gifta— 
Another-account says that when the “ Virgin Mary” was about 
bo delivered of esus, Joseph taking her virgin Mary of bis hatte 
o go e town of Bethlehem to — Mi 
oe had copumandod that all the Jews ha felon ta da awn 
ehom should be taxed. When i 
place within three miles. of Bethlehem: the wana lihro 
coming upon the virgin, she requested Joseph to take lier down from 
the ass on which she rode,‘ And Joseph took her down; and h 
found there.a cave and let her into it. And leaving her and his zons 
in the cave, Joseph wont forth to seek a Hebrew midwife in tho 
village of Bethlehem ; but as I was going, said: Joseph, I looked 
into the air, and J saw the clouds astonished, and the fowls of the air 
stopping in the midst of their flight; and I looked down towards the 
carth and saw a table spread, and working people sitting around 
it, but their hands were upon the table, and they did not move to 
eat; they who lifted their hands up to their heads did not. draw 
them back; and they who lifted them up to their mouths did. not 
put anything in; but all their faces were fixed upwards, And I 
beheld the sheep dispersed, and yet the sheep stood still, and tho 
shepherd lifted up his hands to smite them, and his hand continued 
up. And I looked unto a river, and saw the kids with their mouths 
close to the water and touching it, but they did not drink, Then I 
beheld a woman coming down from the mountains, and she said to 
me, Whero art thou going, O man? and I said, I go to enquire for 
a Hobrow midwife; she replied to mo, Where is the woman that is 
to bo delivered $ and I answered, in the cave, and sho is betrothed to 
me: thon said tho, midwife, is. she not thy wife ? Joseph answered, 
It is Mary, who was educated in the Holy of the Holies, in the 
houso of the Lord, and she foll to me. by lot, and is.not my. wife, 
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: 8 Tho writer of this legend seems to have boen-a little more circumspect 

than the author of Luke's gospel; for, instead of asserting a thing so much at 

varianco with and so easily disproved from Roman and other history, as that 

the whole world was taxed at the command of Augustus Cesar (Luke it'l-2), 

he informa us that it: was only the Jews belonging to: Bethlehem that were 

_taxed, a thing from its insignificance not s0 easily disproved in later times, But 
still tho glaring absurdity remains, that under, any system of, regular, govern- 
„ment, and especially that of the Roman, A poor man would be required to lake 
his family, leave the tawn in which ho welt, arid’ trate} ong hundréd ‘and 

“twenty miles simply to be taxed: ! 541° AJT JRUT Paa e DIL AST Hro bus 
eraio] à andi 22 die ħahazqomijuj cer 
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but has conceived by the Holy Ghost. ` The midwife said, Is this 
true? he answered, come and see. And the midwife went along with 
him and stood in the cave, ' Then a light cloud overshadowed tho 
avo; we . but on a sudden, the cloud becamo a 
great light in the cave, so that their oyes could not bear it. But the 
light gradually decreased until the infant appeared and sucked the 
breast of his mother.”—Gospel of Protovangelian, chap. i. 
` Another account savs—'' It was sunset when the old woman and 
Joseph with her reached the cave, and thoy both went into it, and 
behold it was all filled with light greater than the light of lamps and 
candles, and greater than the light of the sun itself. Tho infant was 
then wrapped in swaddling clothes and sucking tho breast of his 
mother, `,- . After this, when tho shepherds camo pud had 
made a fire, and they were exceedingly rojoicing, tho he: 
appeared to them, praising and adoring tho Supremo Q $ 
shepherds wero engaged in tho same employment. Theap% i 
time ‘seemed like a glorious temple, because both the tongues | RA 
angels and of men unitod to adore and magnify God account) 2 
the birth of tho Lord Christ. But when tho old 
‘saw these evident miracles, she gave praises to God, 
thee, O God, thou God of Israel, for that mine eyes 
birth of tho saviour of tho world.'—1 Gospel of thd 
49-21. 06° 00 j 
Miraculous ovonts attended tho birth of Buddha, Bxtfdhist 
sacred writer informs us that from his ‘conception thousands of 
‘angels kept watch, '' even until he was born, to provent any evil 
happening to the mother or child, From the day of his conception 
tho quecn suffered none of those ‘evils or inconveniences which 
usually attend the bearing of children, but remained comfortably 
enjoying herself amidst her attendants.” About the timo of her 
delivery, having a desire, sho started on a short pleasuro trip to sco 
some of her relations. On tho rond thithor sho went into a beautiful 
garden, and, unexpectedly, Buddha was born under u treo. $ When 
they arrived at tho treo, the queen, wishing to tako hold of a limb 
which was wholly covered with flowers, ns a young rattin bends in 
‘tho fire, it bent down to meet her hand; the queen taking hold 
of the limb with one hand, and her sister with the other, sho was. 
seizod with ‘labour, on which tho young maids in attendance mado 
a screen, and put the men on the outside. As easily as oil glides 
from ono golden cup to another, and with the dignity with which a 
priest descends from his pulpit, tho boy aroso from his cross-leggod 
“posture, and being perfectly freo from all impurity, camo standing 
‘Into the world. ` At that moment, four Brahmans from Aga-ncik-ta 
‘(one of tho Buddhist heavens), camo with a piece of gold-laco 
network, each taking a corner, stood before the mother, and received 
the child upon it, saying to her, ‘O, most excellent queen, be 
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l Joyful, you have received: the treasure of a son, The boy, like a 
precious stone, : e gir: shone most brilliantly.;. Thus 
was tho great Buddha born! . Though he was free from all impurity, 
tho Nats (angels), wishing to make an offering, caused two strenma of 
water to fall down from the clouds, the one warm, the other cold, 
for tho bathing of the mother and child. The Nats rejoiced greatly 
with music and dancing, throwing up their pasos, and making other 
demonstrations of joy.’ A certain sage perceiving tho manifestations 
of joy among the angels, $ enquired why: they were so much more 
Joyful than at other times ; they replied, *Thoro is a son born to 
king Thoke-dau-da-na, who will become Boodh, and wo shall seo 
him, ond hear the law from his lips; therefore, we rejoice.’ ” - Tho 
sage immediately came and worshipped the holy child, which tho 
child’s father soeing, worshipped him also.—PFrom the life of Gotama 
(Buddha), ġiven in the Journal of the American Oriental Society, 
“Yol. iii, art. 1,- l , . l ; ua aon KM 
:ċ.lif'he following on the same subject is taken from Upham's Sacred 
ighd Historical Booka of Ceylon. A series of ninety questions respect- 
ing tho chief points of Buddhist doctrine was „proposed -by the 
‘Dutch governor of Ceylon to a Buddhist chief priest of that island, 
` The 24th question and answer refers to Buddha's miraculous birth, 
aidais as {allows :— tet es 
QA Describe all the strange things or wonders that took : placo 
on the-birthday of the Buddhu Gautama. © -© ee 
A. ' At the moment of the birth of our Buddhu, Maha-Brabma 
(prince of tho Bramahs, one of the heavenly orders), received him in 
a golden not, and feasting his eyes with his beauty, he addressed the 
queen: —'I congratulate thee on the birth of .a:son from your 
womb, who is supreme over the whole three worlds (earth, heaven, 
and hell) ;’ and soon after two bodies of water, similar:to a: largo 
bar of silver, having come from above, and washing tho mother and 
the child, it instantaneously vanished ; then from the hands of the 
Maha-Brahma, the child was received in a soft and convenient hide 
of a tiger, by tho king called Weeran-Rajas, and by the priests in g 
superfine linen cloth, from whose hands the child wanting to descend, 
- pointed its feet towards the earth, and instantly a largo flower merge 
forth and received the child’s feet, who then standing on t he ower, 
looked: up and down in the ten directions (according to the | ings eso 
calculation), when all the gods, tho Brahmas, ond tho buman ; cingi 
i fragrant flowers, lifting up their: nto , 
fonohemds addressed him: ‘Lord there is no one either to equal or en 
` ; e the most high.’ - And, thereupon, sever 
towards the north, when step by- step sprang forth flowers ; hen 
stopping and saying, ‘I will be the highest I will be the evel ant 
tho superior. over all the worlds,’ he we 0-000 worlds, the 
terrifying noise, which noise, piercing into ue tees 
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10,000 Brahmas i in those worlds, holding white umbrellas cach threo 
leagues i in height, offered the same, ote., ete. + “i. 
At tho moment of the aforesaid birth, tho world aperlenced tiiriy- 
two unprecodentod acta of bounty, namely : — 
,: 1, Tho earth of tho ten thousand worlds quaked. » 
c 2. Every world paid homago unto one. 
-o 8. All born blind obtained sight. 
74. Tho deaf obtained their hearing. 
- 5. Tho.dumb the power of speech. . . i 
; 6. The lamo tho power of walking. - 
cT. The hump-back and tho bowed were straitened. 
c 8. The confined had their releaso. 
7719. Tho hell-firo suffered a momentary extinguishmont. 
“10. Tho demons had their hunger satisfied. : 
_ 11. The brutes banished their dread. 
. 12. Tho infirm wore made whole. 
: 18. The world was established by paternal rent 
became friends.) 
; 14. Tho horses neighed. 
15. Tho elephants yawled. 
: 16. Tho lions roared. 
17. All tho rest of the quadtupeds made a melodio 
: 18, Every joweller's utensils made a sound, 
19. A body of light dispersed throughout overy ten ija 
` 20. Tho air was agitated with gentlo winds, 
: 21, Tho heavens rained. - 
.22,:A body of water cmerged up, penetrating tho eniti, ; 
: 28. All kinds of poultry descended into tho carth without flying 
in’ ‘the air, 
: 84. Tho streams of tho rivors stoppid; 
25. The salt water of the ocean became fresh. 
: 26. The sea was adorned with flowers.: . 
4 27. Tho flowers were blown on the surface of tho Jand and sea. 
» 28, Every trea was bont down with flowors. > ~- ' 
: 29. The flowers emerged up by ponotrating though tho Lia 
atten: and trunks of: trees... - : 
{ 80. The heaven was canopied with the flowor canopy. . 
: 81. Tho whole world rained upon throughout with fov. 
: 82. Tho- wholo world was: filled with banners; and, besido all 
these thirty-two things, a varioty of othor miracles renchod tho world, 
both at the moment the Buddhu was conceived in his mothor's womb, 
and at the moment ho was born, and therefore it is too tedious to 
describe by a concise enumeration."—Sacred and Historical Books 
of- Ceylon, vol. ii, p. 44-48; sco also; Sirr's Ceylon and the 
Cingalese,. vol, ii. p. 64-66 ; Westminster Review, Jan. 1880, art. 
Hist. and Doe. of Buddhism ; Asiatic Journal, vol. xxii. art. The 
Buddhists of :Ceylon (from Cingaleso authorities). .. 
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Miraculous events attended tho birth of Mahomet; One authority 
says—'* His birth was accompanied by signs and portents, announe- 
ing a child of wonder, His mother suffered nono of the pangs of 
travail, At the: moment of his coming into tho world, a celestial 
light illuminated the surrounding country, and the now-born child, 
raising his oyes to heaven, exclaimed, ‘God is great! thore is no 
God but God, and I am his ‘prophet.’ Heaven and earth, we are 
assured, were agitated at his advent. ‘The lake Sawa shrank back to 
its secret springs, leaving its borders dry ;- while the Tigris, burst- 
ing its bounds, overflowed the neighboring lands. = Tho palaco of 
Khosru, king of Persia, shook to its foundations, and sevoral of its 
towers woro toppled to the earth, In that troubled night, the 
_Khadi, or. Judgo of Persia, beheld, in:a dream, 0 ferocious camel 


. conquored by an Arabian courser; he related his dream in tho morn- 
; ibg to the Porsian monarch, and interpreted it to portend dangor 
‘from the quarter of Arabia, In the same oventful night, the sacred 
' firo of Zoroaster, which, guarded by tho Magi, had burned without 
interruption for upwards of a thousand years, was suddenly 


\extinguished ; and all the idols in the world suddenly fell down. 
ho demons, as evil genii, which lurk in the stars and the signs of 
thd? Zpding; and exort a malignant influence over the children of men, 
werd cagt forth by the pure angels, and hurled with their arch.lender, 
Eblis, or Lucifer, into the deptha of the sea.”—Zrving’s Life ' of 
Mahomet, chap. 2. ea aoe 

Another authority says—‘' Tho following aro a fow specimens: of 
wonders that followod tho birth of Mahommed. ‘Amina (his mother) 
relates that she heard a foarful noise, which cast her into an agony 
of terror, but immediately a white bird came, and laying ita wing 
upon her bosom, restored her confidence. Sho became thirsty, and - 
anon a cup of delicious beverage, white like milk, and sweet liko 
honey, was presented by an unseen hand; heavenly voices, and the 
troad of stops, were heard around her, but no person was seen. `: A 
sheet was lot down from heaven, and a voice proclaimed’ that the 
blessed Mahommed was to be screoned from mortal view : ee 
birds of Paradise, with ruby beake and wings of. emerald, ae 
along, regaling her with surpassing warbling ; men from the ami 
heaven scattered. aromas around her; eto; ' No ae vue 
Mahommed born, than he proai ka ba lem Bonn bu 
raising his hands to heaven, prayed PER 7 r Pen EPPP 

ight, and c 
people. Ho was then swept away m l ien aici Ee ika 
the four quarters of creation, that all things mig: ea 
i hat in him all the excellencies 0 
glories of Mahommed, and know that ear ot Ada the holy 
the previous prophets contred—tho vicog Dy ean Gat ae 
Sant he ltr i rh ‘memorable incidents. 
Met the say bota prophet performed obesinneo, and ‘prayed. with 
? 
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a slow and distinct voice, ' Oh, Lord, pardon my people, pardon my 
people!’ Second, in clear and eloquent tones, he repeated the creed, 
‘I bear witness that there is no God but the Lord alone, and that 
Iam’ his apostle.’ Zhird, tho light of Mahommed obscured the 
lamp. Fourth, sho was about to wash the new-born babe, when a 
voice from the unseen world said, ‘ Oh, Safia, trouble not thyself, I 
have sent forth tho blessed Mahommed. washed and puro.’ Fifth, ho 
was born circumcised and with his navel cut. Sixth, on his holy 
back the seal of prophecy was visible in letters of light, moro ro- 
splendent than the morning star, viz., ' There is no other God,’ ete. 
Threo persons, brilliant as the sun, appeared from heaven. One held 
a silver goblet, the second an emerald tray, the third a silken towel ; 
they washed him soven times, then blessed and saluted him with ta 
glorious address as tho prince of mankind. Abdal My 
, the time in the Caaba, whero a number of prodigies ANN 3% 
the holy temple apprized him of tho wonderful ove He inktastly 
repaired to Amina, and. ‘ insiffty on seeipg this 
: grandchild; sho informed him that its invisi jgunrdinnifOħad 
ordered that no one should seo it for threo days Abdal Mutialib 
thereupon fell into a raga, and threatoned to kill ei 
She was about to produce tho child, when ono, 
stepped between, and oxclaimed, that no mortal shy y 
‘the babe, until all the favored angels had viN biy Abdal 
Muttalib was affrighted, and the sword dropped from kijg LEY 
‘kings of tho earth were struck with dumbness, and remained inarticu- 
late fora day and a night.” eto.— Calcutta Review, vol. xvii. art. 
Biographies of Mahommed for India; soe also, North American 
Review, vol. lxxi, p. 276; Bayle’s ' Dictionary, art. Mahomet; 
‘Universal History, vol, i. p. 11-12; Calcutta Review, vol. xxii. 
p. 866. 
,. Miraculous events attended the birth of Confucius. Ono authority 
says— On the memorable night when Confucius was born, two 
dragons were seen crawling over tho roof of tho house; fivo elders 
appeared in the great hall; celestial music was heard in tho firma- 
nent, and two goddesses descended, bearing a vaso of fragrant 
waters, with which.they bathed the happy mother.” — Chinese 
Repository, vol. xviii. p. 841. 

Another writer says—‘ Various prodigies, as in other instances, 
were tho forerunners of the birth of this extraordinary person. On 
the eve of his appearance upon earth two dragons encircled tho 
house, and celestial music sounded in the cars of his mother. ' When 
he was born this inseription appeared on his breast‘ Tho maker 

. of a rule for settling the world,” — Davis’ China, vol. iii. p. 129. 

,, Another writer says-—‘' His birth was attended by extraordinary 
prodigies, all emblematic of his futuro. groatness. . 

: For the first timo and last timo tho my sterious animal, the keling, 
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` appeared alive on earth; , 
. Mir earth,” ote. Forbes Fig 
his nn ovents attended antes Five Years in Chi 
‘ho bur Med of Persia, vol. i irth of Zoroaster: wna, p 119, 
-agi rat into a loud la h an p. 108, says—Whe aleolm, in 
8 illuminat: ugh, and s i en ho 
Pliny the Hldes cae wae, noh n light shona from his body 
' er says! . oo i8 ody 
could pot of who laughed Zoroaster was the only man th . 
laid them Ia bia b boat that IL taa, was born; bis bala dd 
| that groat loarnin hend—a most: certain preane net fear 
Natural History, book vie cae i ho attained an A forotoken of 
tho world, hu cient writer sage Wi iiher nein 
wob he a, Zortuabi (Zoroaster the moon broathed light on 
father ‘was ‘astonished at him—o astor) was bom. As ho loft tho 
loveliness—ho MPE, him—at his je y that Inugħter; bis 
oe -họ said in hi fur er, and 
L 
child Hartiaht; groat and small Ni tri the we named tho 
Fore led, as: ho had foretold th hi thereof; the word of tho r 
Mop romainad eovetouz of Kn g Of the brightooss of his vomon 
on] d eovetou im at rightness of hi iny! 
ei nym Ve aoa ow fh wl tim had ot bom 
nt’. “Child like thi s will be, or what wi 
could show no jis, saw they never; i » or what will bo 
beauty and lau equal to him: the city w a in beauty, tho world 
ghter of the inf y was filled with the nows of 
were stung to tho heart infant; all who wero of the 
a at o unelonn and ovi 
a who filled Seana ti In thoso days woro ae 
€ This anxioty ; thoir souls wero consumoli toe them was 
world.’ “Quoted: A to us, we must remove thi orch ; they saii, 
: from 4 child fro 
Zoroaster, appended to ie Pa Nanah,! or Parseo m tho 
up onders attended tho birth of Nan Religion” te 
rodigies attended hi of Nanak, Our abthority says— 
looked him from the first-—on authority says 
heard round and smiled. Tho nurse st a ontring tho world, ho 
hon sounds resembling tho cries es ated that at tho moment sho 
yich n great man is received on his selatatlon and wolcoms with 
him mother, in a dream, beheld the god vole ee 
W — Calcutta Review, vol mill ds mori an praising 
Val onders attended the birth of Chait » Lahore Division. 
Voislinavas, a numerous sect of Hindo founder of tho Bongal 
it Jast the peppy and tt alfa ay FL aya, 
a t Ħ ; Chaitan 
in tho month L kanta tha womb, was ushered into tho world 
ho advent of such an ill he o year 1486 of tho Christian era. 
— without the accompaniment ious personage could not take placo 
sufferod an eclipse. of a miraculous occurrence. Tho moon 
«= The joy of tho pooplo was 
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groat ; they flocked to have a sight of the infant divinity ; there was 
one especially whose joy knew no bounds, it was Adwaita Ananda 
(a sage); he danced, wept, and laughed round the village to the 
infinito amusement of the spectators. But Nadiya was not the only 
scene of festivity; the heavens were filled with gladness, and the 
Debtas (angels) shouted for joy. The countless deities of Vaikantha, 
and all the bright-robed dwellers of that happy paradise, the 
biographer gravely tella us, assuming the forms of men, visited the 
new-born babe and gave gifts to him.”—Caleutta Review, vol. xv. 
p. 174-176, art. Chaitanya and the Vaishnavas of Bengal. 

Wonders attended tho birth of Medhi, founder of the Mahometan 
sect of Mehdivis, who was born near Benares, in the year 849 of 
the Hegira, Our authority says— Many miraculous circumstances 
attended hig birth ; ho is said to havo spoken in his mothor’s womb,* 

- and when he was born it was observed that he had no shadow.”— 
1 Transactions of Bombay Lit. Soc. vol. ii, chap. 14. 


# An analogous story respecting John the Baptj rded in Luko i. 44. 
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